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Larry-  In  line  with  what  Major  Friend  told  3tou 
today  (11  March),  it  appears  from  preliminary  reports 
he  Pennsylvania  sightings  of  24  February  were 
:aused  by  refueling  operatiens  of  3 B-47  aircraft. 

■ believe  Major  Friend  is  dispatching  to  you  today  a 
report  on  that*  With  reepect  ta  his  ether  questions- 
ve  nave  no  report  of  a sighting  in  the  Olsan  area  on 
25  February.  On  the  5*30  sitting  over  Michigan  en 
24  February,  it  appears  to  have  been  a meteor  and 
5o«e  cress  recorta  so  indicated. 

V/lth  reference  te  the  North  Carolina  case,  we  know 
.Inching  ef  it,  and  the  statement  that  the  T7  engineer 
os  quizzed  by  ATIC  personnel  is  totally  false.  1 su^:^ 
psse  the  rest  of  his  information  is  just  about  as 
'credible.  It  might  be  a good  Idea  te  ask  hla  te 
''.rmlsn  the  names  ef  these  whs  did  the  quizzing. 
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Oils  is  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  6 March  1959  concern^ 
Ipg  the  American  Airlines  pilot's  sighting  of  2^  Febru£oy  near 
Bradford^  Paxmsylvania*  2h  addition,  two  United  Airlines  pilots 
SBV  unidentified  flying  objects  in  the  saae  general  geographical 


Hhe  geographical  area  concerned  Is  bordered  on  the  coz*th 
along  the  fiefv  York-Pennsylvanla  border  (near  Bradford,  PennaylvEtnla 
and  dean,  Qev  York)  on  the  route  of  Aiaerlcan  Airlines  flight  Ko«« 
139  depcurtlng  Ifevark,  Kev  Jersey,  at  7:10  p*ni«  and  arriving  Detroit, 
Michigan,  at  10:^2  p.si*  On  the  south,  this  geographical  area  is 
boordered  by  the  Pittsburg,  Penn  sylvan  1 a- Akrcn-  T cungs  t cnm , Ciiilo, 
locale  over-flown  by  the  United  Airlines  flights  reporting 
sighting* 


The  Azaerlcan  Airllnea  pll^t/sald  '’ocoetines  the  Interval  of 
the  three  lights  were  Identical  to  the  Belt  in  the  c ccntellriti  04 
Orion*”  This  was  initially  asntlcned  as  a possible  solution  by 
the  Air  Force  irLth  the  qualifying  statement  that  the  report  as 
suhnltted  had  not  yet  been  analyzed  and  that  the  findings  of  ATIC 
vould  be  based  t^on  a ccc^lete  ecialyslB  and  evaluation  of  the 
written  3rep»3rt  to  be  submitted*  The  pilot's  report  also 
the  posslblll'^  that  he  had  vltcessed  a night  aerial 
cpezatlon  • ^ ^ 


bo 


D[pon  ohalysis  and  cvaliiatlcn,  this  sighting  turned  :.at 
B-V7  type  aircraft  ggcocq^llBhlng  night  refueling  frezn  KC-97 
The  Aswrican  Airlines  pilot's  report  of  the  slghtir^  confliT'*:^d 
this  and  Air  Force  recorda  shCTW  that  three  B-h7  type  aircraft  were 
in  the  geographical  area  raentloned  above  on  a night  refuellrig  oper 
tlcD«  I The  tanker  bos  saversil  groups  of  lights  which  at  a distance 
would  appear  to  be  one  or  more  lights*  The  time  duration  uf  a 
refueling  operatlcn  varies,  can  last  well  over  an  hour,  dep*:^udlng 
on  the  \type  of  operation*  The  KC-97  refueling  a B-h?  vill  fly  at 
an  altitude  of  approximately  17^000  feet  at  around  230  knots  true 
air  speed  (ground  speed  210  knots)*  This  would  accoiuit  for 
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llgh'ta  "b^lng  apprcxirjateJLy  3^  decrees  above  ths  Aasrlcaa  Air?ii:ofG 
pilo‘t'3  horizon  and  hl3  seeing  then  I’or  40  minutes.  Ti:iis  coincides 
with  the  pilot's  report  of  lev  speed  and  configuration  of  objects# 

Your  letter  also  supports  this  conclusion.  The  tankers  had  a 
ground  speed  of  approximtely  210  knots  the  United  Airlines 
, pilots'  z^orted  sighting  it  at  3:45  p«m«f  50  silles  east  of 
' Youngstown^  Qblo^  approxlmtely  120  ailes  fren  Akron,  Ohio#  This 
' vaald  account  for  the  tanker  aircrafts  lights  being  sli^ted  over 
Akron  at  9:15  P*ia*  by  ground  observers. 

These  llzulizi^ vez^  to  all  media  representatives 

through  the  Depar’bnent  of  Defense  press  desk  In  Washington,  D#  C#> 
on  16  March  1959*  Air  Force  Is  veil  aware  of  Its  obligation  to 
keep  the  ]pxtblic  adequately  Infonaed  on  this  subject  and  press 
releases  are  made  periodically  through  the  Depoximent  of  Defense# 

For  your  Infonatlon,  I am  Inclosing  the  latest  Department  of 
Defense  press  release  on  unidentified  flying  objects# 
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Sincerely, 


Ihcl 


LAWHSI?G&  J.  TAOCEH 

Ifajor,  U3AP 

Executive  Officer 

Public  Information  Division 

Office  of  Information  Services 
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Kajoi'  Lav/re  nee  J.  Tacker 

£i:ceci:txve  Cfficer 
piablic  Inforr.ation  Division 
Office  of  Inf onnaiion  Services 
Depaxtnent  of  the  .U.r  Force 
'/ashington,  D.C» 
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1*  In  reference  to  tel ep none  call  received  Iron  Sgt  ^olieUj  /our 
headquarters,  at  0320  hours,  2 March  i9o9,  concernin::?  three  unidsntif led 
li 'hts  si^inted  bv  tne  tower  ooerators  here  at  Jroater  Pittsourvh  .tircoi^ 
at  aoproxinatel/  OluOZ,  2$  Februar^r  1/59,  the  Ijil-  ^lng  i.-iT'or^^'^lon  is 
submitted. 
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entrsmely  difficult  to  ascertain  the  distance  of  the  lights , Trie  color  of  the  lights 


were  from  a yellow  to  a light  orange,  Tlie  intensity  of  the  lights  also  char 
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to  t*ze  Belt  in  the  constellation  Orion.  Occasionally  the  rear  lights  lagged  somewhat 


behind.  Also  changed  altitudes.  During  the  40  minutes  of  observation,  the.thre 


lights  occasionally  came  forward  from  a 9 o'clock  position  to  a 11  o'clock  position 
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li^-.cts  e:ctingiiished  completely  cJ.tcmating  from  one  to  another,  c ''r.eb’hnes 


a„d 

til 

li- 

^ 

■% 

% 

.0  id 

^ - ^ A. 

toe 

li 

1’'  •'O' 

w r.' 

¥ ^ 


'Ole 


extinguished  and  during  this  whole  operation,  as  I mancicr. e;’  before. 


tr  e li  :hts  c:ianxed  in  intensity.  This  action  was  not  only  seen  .r^self  but  four 


row  members  and  nass angers  on  board  and  also  by  two  oc  z :r  s.'r'icnes  Ir.  c.he  area, 

^ fc  # '*■*  -IF 


he  only  . ossible  ex cl an at ion  other  than  flying  scucers  coul 


i * 


" O Q V*  “ 


I 


•cfu2li,ig  operation,  !>ver  *:a’/ing  witness 


' > 4 i W'  ^ k-  ^ ^ ^ W 4 ii  >.  • —m-r  . # ^ 4k.  * 


O U 


re  of  the  liriitinr  of  the  'et  tanzrer. 


r 


air  3pe  d 


^ m A'  » 


■:  thas  comole te  fiigr.t  was  25' 


O' 


• k - 


J ij 


. 'lA « .■ 


m.^  m J - 


1 ^ 


:jc  know  z'.\e  air  3:  aed  of  tanlcars  during  ocar.ation  i 


I 


“ f ' o . 'i  ’ 1 /'i  M 


1 


u ^ 4 4 W ^ J ^ 


4 *.  ^ 


9 find  ou 


MX 


m . 


7 a 


—c 


»ir': lanes  on  a Gieareance 


^ " T iF  'i 

_ . X 4 , , 


J_  1 


Tt  < > 


r ?> ' ’ 

r 444 


- L 


4 d 


, It 


f 


o 


■ _l*-.cuut 

ion. 

Jr'  ^,U-wy 

. 4 


L#  ' y 


eliov.e  u 


■-^3i  % ii 


' ; izt,  o ^ T 


. , - T 

J ^ 


I 4 


. 4 *w  J 1 


1 


I 

^ «p 


f I * ; ►' 


* 1 
1 


y u' 


b jrore,  even  ti;ough  I '..'atcbed  f .S"'.  for  40  .-liu’-tes  before.  Dne  to  tbo  ■ark  .a-, 
3 .r')ft3  li^htj  X v;'is  net  eole  to  aocei-tain  any  oi:;e  or  o’aa 


TV'S 


i’l&  ej.t,  \-r'Jo  of* 


•^fi6  00,. fjCuo  ’..‘=’.3  3'^  o.ijov€f  I.’/  ho r’isoti*  Diot'iac^  a*.* ay 


3 iinioio’wii. 


w rt  » ^ 


5,  \ i 


^'a^cb  4 1 1959 


Comniander  Air  Technical  Intelli 
’frleht  Patterson  air  Force  Base 
Ohio 


aence  Center 


Attt  4ti*  4 


Gentlenea: 


rsouested  hy  telephone  on  February  25 > 1959r  a 


/ ■_  * " 


attaching 


ntatement  frora  our  Gap 


139  of  February  24,  1959- 


re^^ardin?  ob.iects  sighted  on  his  flifh 


Vev^  truly  yours, 

a:*2EICAN  AtaiirES,  i::c 


Hi^i^ofi^oeratl  ons 


2f:OOTH  .\\n  34i£  ’y»HG 

t'Nr"*5  0 3T  WKiS 

MfT^' :»•■!.  \;^  :'0;.?C2  3 A3  3 


« ■•  A fH 


OP 

Unidentified  Flying  Object  Sighting 


ATIC 

Wright- Patterson  AFB 
Ohio 


1.  The  following  information  is  furnished  in  reply  to  your  message, 
AFCIN-4S4G-8-1592-E,  dated  5 August  1959, 


a.  Attached  is  a statement  prepared  by  Captai: 
describing  the  incident.  This  statement  was  made  shortly  after  the 
incident  occurred  and  was  obtained  from  the  Public  Relations  Depart 
ment  of  American  Airlines.  It  was  felt  that  this  statement  would  be 


more  accurate  since  it  was  prepared  when  the  incident  was  fresh  in 
Captaid^^lHli^mind,  rather  than  having  him  prepare  a completely 
new  statement  at  this  time. 


b.  The  following  additional  information  was  received  by  telephone 
interview  with  CaptaliHflHK  The  flight  had  departed  Newark  and  was 
on  a VFH-direct  course  to  Detroit,  At  approximately  2045  hours,  at 
a location  approximately  one- half  way  bet'veen  the  Williamsport  OjVINI 
and  the  Bra^ord  OMNI  (Chart  13  USAF/USN  Flight  Information  ' 
Publication  £nroute-Low  Altitude)  C apt sighted  three  (3) 
lights  at  approximately  nine  o’clock  to  his  aircraft.  He  was  flying 
at  8500  feet  in  the  clear  above  scattered  cloud  tops  at  5500  feet.  The 
top  of  the  haze  layer  was  at  approximately  5500  feet.  The  pilot  in- 
dicated that  at  his  altitude  it  was  clear  and  unlimited.  The  lights 
stayed  off  his  left  wing  moving  from  the  nine  o’clock  to  the  eleven 
o’clock  position  and  back  as  he  proceeded  Westbound  on  Victor  116 
antil  he  reached  a position  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Angler  Intersection 
(:\ngler  Intersection  located  on  Chart  17  of  the  USAF/USN  Flight  In- 


formation Publication  Fnroute-Low  Altitude)  where  Victor  113  crosses 
Victor  5.  In  the  vicinity  of  the  Angler  Intersection  the  lights  turned 
toward  the  South  and  disappeared.  At  approximately  this  same  time 
Captai!I^JJfc6tarted  his  let  down  for  an  approachto  Detroit.  During 
the  period  that  the  lights  were  visible  CaptaipjHHfeB aircraft  was 
on  an  approximate  he<iding  of  290  degrees.  Imrrediately  oreceding 
the  simcinsT  CaotaiillHIifei  was  in  the  left  seat  and  was  iiavin^  dinner. 


The  lights  in  the  cockpit  were  turned  low  and  he  noticed  the  lights 
off  the  left  wing  by  normal  scanning  of  the  area.  He  then  turned  the 
cockpit  lights  off  while  he  continued  to  observe  the  sighting.  His 
description  of  the  lights  was  that  they  varied  from  a yellow  to  a light 
orange  and  each  individual  light  was  the  approximate  size  of  a 
quarter  held  at  arm's  length.  The  three  (3)  lights  appeared  to  be 
in  trail,  echelon  upward,  at  an  angle  of  approximately  thirty 
degrees  with  a distance  between  each  individual  light  of  about 
the  space  of  ten  (10)  quarters  held  at  arm's  length.  The  number 
two  light  appeared  to  hold  its  position  throughout  the  period  of  the 
sighting.  The  number  three  light  was  quite  erratic  and  would  drop 
back,  gain  altitude  and  then  pull  back  into  position.  This  occurred 
approximately  ten  times  during  the  period  of  the  sighting.  Captain 
SllHIlndicated  at  times  the  number  three  light  appeared  to  be 
dancing. 


G«  Captaiii^BV  has  been  flying  since  approximately  1940. 
During  the  war  he  was  a civilian  flight  instructor  for  approximately 
two  and  one -half  years  with  the  Navy.  For  the  past  fifteen  and  one- 
half  years  he  has  been  flying  for  American  Airlines.  He  has 
approximately  20,000  hours  of  flying  time. 
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H£?  TZL5C0N  BET^OIEN  CAPT  CO  FAS,  AFCIN-lAl  AND  SGT  BOIJSU,  A?CIN-/a:4, 
10  MAR  59  f CONCERNING  AN  UFO  SIGHTING  BY  AIHUNE  PILOT  CART 


THE  FOLLOWING  I2JFO  IS  SUBMITTED: 


WAS  RE^JSSTED, 
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THR0U(2i  AMERICAN  AIRLINS5  OFFICE  IN  DETROIT,  TO  MAKE  A WRITTFN 
REPORT  OF  HIS  SIGHTING  TO  THIS  CENTER,  CY  OF  THIS  REPORT  IS  BEING 
FORWARDED  TO  YOUR  OFFICE.  UPON  INVESTIGATION  BY  THE  2233D  AB  G? 
AT  CHEATER  FITTSBUHGH  AIRPORT,  IT  WAS  DISCLOSED  THAT  THREE  B-47'S 
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OFERLTIi^,  THE  B-47  AND  EC-97  AHS  TLYING  AT  APfROX  17.000  FT  AT  A 


3PESD  OF  APHiOX  230  ENOIS.  OHIS  WOUIS  ACCOUNT  FOR  THE  LENGTH  OF 
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It  was  approximately  2045  ^en  I noticed  these  three  lights  off  my  left  ving 
in  the  vicinity  of  Bradford,  Pennsylvania*  I was  flying  8,500  V7H  on  top  of 
broken  clouds*  Visibility  was  unlimited  with  no  uiper  clouds  observed*  It 
was  extremely  difficult  to  ascertain  the  distance  of  the  lights*  The  color 
of  the  U^ts  was  from  a yellow  to  a light  orange.  The  Intensity  of  the  lights 
also  changed  from  dim  to  a bright  brilliant.  Some  times  the  inter'/^al  of  the 

three  lights  was  Identical  to  the  Belt  in  the  constellation  Orion.  Occasion-^ 
ally  the  rear  lights  lagged  somewhat  behind.  Also  chazsged  altitudes . During 
the  40  minutes  of  observation,  the  three  lights  occasionally  came  forward  from 
a 9 o'clock  position  to  an  11  o'clock-position  and  then  fell  back  to  the  ori- 
ginal 9 o'clock  position*  Also,  occasionally  the  lights  extinguished  coorolete- 
ly  alternating  from  one  to  another,  sometimes  the  whole  three  were  extinguished 
and  dxirlng  this  whole  operation,  as  I mentioned  before,  the  lights  changed  in 
Intensity*  Ihla  action  was  not  only  seen  by  myself  but  four  crew  members  and 
passengers  on  board  and  also  by  two  other  airplanes  in  the  area. 


The  only  possible  explanation , other  than  flying  saucers,  could  be  a Jet  tanker 
refuellzig  operation.  Never  having  witnessed  refueling  operations  at  night,  I 
am  not  aware  of  the  lighting  of  the  Jet  tanker* 

My  air  speed  during  this  complete  flight  was  25O  knota  indicated.  I also  do 
not  know  the  air  speed  of  tankers  during  operation  if  this  could  be  so.  I 
contacted  ATC  to  find  out  if  they  had  any  airplanes  on  a cleairance  and  no  three 
airplanes  were  given. 

In  sumnary  It  was  difficult  for  me  to  believe  they  were  Jets  because  of  low 
speed  and  configuration.  If  they  weren't  Jeta  I still  don't  know  anymore  than 
I did  before,  even  though  I watched  them  for  40  minutes  before.  Due  to  the 
dark  and  strong  lights  I was  not  able  to  ascertain  any  size  or  shape.  The  alti* 
tude  of  the  objects  was  30  de^ees  above  my  horiccn.  Distance  away  is  unknown. 

A check  was  made  with  the  aircraft  support  systems  project  office,  Vrlght- 
?atterson  A?3,  to  determine  the  characteristics  of  a night  refueling  operation. 
The  tanker  has  several  groups  of  lights  which  at  a distance  would  appear  to  be 
one  or  more  lights.  The  time  duration  of  a refueling  operation  varies,  can  last 
veil  over  an  hour,  depending  upon  the  type  of  operation.  Refueling  ••rould  take 
place  at  approximately  17,000  feet  and  approximately  =30  knots  true. 

During  the  investlg^^^^^^e  Air  Force  determined  that  there  %*ere  three  3-^7 
in  the  area  of  flight  path  during  the  hour  of  the  sighting. 

These  3-47 '3  were  niosicn. 

All  evidence  Indicates  that  Capt4H|||M||^pprooably  saw  a 3*4-7  refueling  operation 
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Satalllt.i  (AFCIN-1|;3,  Phona  69219) 

Checked  - objects  much  too  alow  md 
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jLatronoaical  Phenomena  (Meteor • Cornett  Planet,  eto^  Objects  too  slow  for 
meteors  - description  doesn't  fit  - motion  rules  out  planet 

n*dar  ADolyala  (jlFCW~LX1)  


Natural  Ibemaoena  (Ball  Ughtniag,  ato)  object  rules  oat  »ball 

lightning* • 

Aircraft,  Balloons,  Airships,  etc*  Possibly  aircraft 
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Sraluatlon  of  Source  Reliability  Probably  very  good* 


Analysis  and  Conclusionst  Information  from  Pitts 
refueling  operation  was  in  progress  at  the  tiice  of 
operation  took  place  in  the  area  of  the  sighting, 
-tna  *an-r;er  aircraft  were  flying  from  east  to  west. 
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CDAY  FOLLCy 
3JICTS  BY  A 


3.  25”(UPI)--A  SEPCRT  OF  "FLY 
D CN  THE  HEELS  CF  SISHTIi'.’GS  CF 
ENTIfiE  PLANELOAD  OF  PASSENGER 
■■■■mil  OF  EMmMmKN  SOUTHUESTEP.M  MICHIGAN  SAID 
IN  A FIELD  T3IMM1NG  FSUIT  TREES  ABOUT  3 TODAY 

yHEN  A HIRED  HAND  REPORTED  SEEING  THREE  OR  FOUR  OBJECTS  "ABOUT  THE  SI2I. 
OF  DINNER  PLATES."  SHE  SAID  SHE  ALSO  SAVI  THEM  AND  THE  OBJECTS  APPEARED 
LIGHT  RED  OR  LIGHT  PINK  IN  COLOR  AND  MERE  "FLYING  MUCH  FASTER 
A JET." 

LAST  NIGHT  THREE  STRANGE  FLYING  OBJECTS ~WERE  FIRST  SPOTTED 
PENNSYLVANIA  3Y  CAPT.  OF  SYOSSEV,  N.Y.,  PILOT  CF  AN 

AMERICAN  AIRLINES  PUNE  E>!ROUTE  TO  DETROIT  FROM  NEW  YORK. 

!■■■■  CHECKED  WITH  HIS  CO-PILOT, •■■■ib  OF  MYACK,  N.Y.,  AND 
HinLNGINEER,  WHO  ALSO  SAW  THEM.  NOTIFIED  THE  35 

PASSENGERS  ABOARD  THE  PLANE. 

■ ^■MmmikS,  Al,  MANUFACTURING  MANAGER  CF  CURTIS  WRIGHT  DIVISION  AT 
UTICA,  SAID  HE  AND  THE  OTHER  PASSEiNGERS  SPOTTED  THE  STRANGE  BLUISK- 
NHITE  LIGHTS  AFTER  ■■■■*  NOTIFIED  THEM.  HE  ALSO  PRAISED  THE  WAV 
THE  PILOT  TOLD  THE  PASSENGERS  ABOUT  THE  LIGHTS.  "IT  WAS  VERY  CLL"y ER." 


OVER  MIG 


HE  SAID 


WAS  NO  PANIC  CR  WORRY  AMONG  ANY  OF 
SAID  WHEN  HE  FIRST  SAW  THE  MYSTERIOUS  I 
HIV  WERE  THE  BELT  CF  CRICN,  A GROUP  CF  STARS  IN  A 
HE  LIGHTS  HI  SAW.  BUT  HE  SAID  HE  LOOKED  AGAIN  AND 
R.IOM  TOO. 

■mmi  the  LIGHTS  WERE  NOT  CLOSE  TO  THE  PU 

nTHE  SOUTHERN  SKY,  A LITTLE  HIGHER  THAN  HIS  PLANE 
T ABOUT  8,500  FEET.  KE  SAID  THE  LIGHTS  APPEARED  TCBE  IN  A UNI 

INI  BUT  AT  TIMES  CHANGED  PCSITICN.  . - 
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In  1958  the  Uniclentified  Flying  Objects  Research  Committee  (UFORC)  was  formed,  rts 
birth  stemmed  from  the  realization  that  an  alarming  public  ignorance  surrounded  Uie  .sub- 
ject of  Flying  Sauce r.s,  or  Unidentified  Flying  Objects. 

Since  its  formation  the  Committee  has  been  working  diligently  throughout  the  northeast 
era  Ohio  area.  It  has  furnished  UFO  information  via  radio,  newspapers,  television,  and 
public  forums,  and  has  provided  speakers  on  many  occasions.  The  Akron  area  has  come 
to  accept  the  UFORC  as  a reliable  source  of  information  on  this  subject.  Akron's  Mayor, 
Mr.  Leo  Berg,  has  commended  the  Committee  by  stating,  "The  UFORC  is  an  educational 
organization  for  the  people,  and  should  continue  its  performance.  " 

The  UFORC  has  gained  world-wide  recognition  through  its  first  publication,  "The  Fitz- 
gerald Report".  In  this,  the  Committee's  second  UFO  report,  the  same  high  standard  of 
factual  reporting  has  prevailed. 

Many  ln>oks  have  been  written  on  the  subject  of  Unidentified  Flying  Objects.  Scores  of 
periodicals  appear  monthly.  These  have  found  their  way  into  libraries,  Universities,  hosp 
itals,  churches,  offices  and  other  business,  cultural  and  social  centers,  as  well  as  into 
private  homes  everywhere.  It  is  the  sincere  hope  of  the  UFORC  that  this  second  factual 
document  will  not  only  further  the  understanding  in  Flying  Saucers  but  will,  perhap.s,  im- 
part a sense  of  urgency  to  the  reader  and  in  that  wav  advance  the  case  for  UFOs. 

It  is  the  aim  of  the  Committee  to  place  a copy  of  this  document  in  the  hands  of  the 
President  ol  the  United  States,  his  cabinet,  all  members  of  Congress,  newspapers,  radio 
stations,  libraries  and  persons,  organizations  and  institutions  where  it  is  believed  enough 
interest  and  concern  will  be  aroused  to  iielp  bring  about  an  (jfficial,  full  scale  UFO  investi- 
gation. 


For  permission  to  use  certain  letters,  riocu.ments  and  photographs  and  for  reproduciior 
of  varied  p<jrtions  of  privately  published  periodicals  a.nd  for  information  supplied  by  inciivid 
uals,  the  Unidentified  Flying  Objects  Research  Committee  wishes  to  acknowledge  and  give 
credit  to  the  following: 

Major  Donald  Keyhoe  (U.  S.  M,C.,  Ret.),  1536  Connecticut  Avenue,  N.  W.  , Washington,  D. 
Norbert  Gariety,  SP.ACE,  267  .Alhambra  Circle.  Coral  Gables,  Florida:  George  Van  Hecke 
CSI.  New  York,  New  York;  John  Lester,  .Newark  Siar-I.Mdger  Newark,  New  Jersey;  Al 
Leaderman  and  Fd  Keran,  Detroit  Times.  Detroit.  Michtgan;  Ralph  Cliapman.  N>w  ' »r k 
M?ra!ci  Tribune,  New  York,  New  York;  Gladys  Fusaro,  Huntington,  Long  Island, 

Frank  Eawards,  News  Commentator  for  .Mutual  Broadcasting  Company;  Congressmaii  vm. 
•Ayres  tR*?p. ) 14th  District,  Ohio;  Ray  Palmer.  Flying  Saucers  magazin-,  Amlierst.  'Vtsenn 
sin:  Cvirti.s  Fuller,  Fate  .Magazine,  Evanston  Illinois;  Coral  Lorenzen.  .A PRO  Bulletin, 
.Maniogurdo , New  Me.xico;  Hugh  McPherson.  Radio  Station  WCHS,  Charleston,  West  Virgin 
ia;  B' 'b  Barry  APTS,  Olean,  New  York;  Radio  Station  WAKR,  .Vkroa,  Ohio;  American  Air- 
lines. Incorporated.  100  Park  Avenue,  New  York,  N.  Y.  ; Joseph  M.  Moran.  Editor.  Flag- 
ship News  fur  .American  Airlines.  Inc.  ; Strategic  Air  Cninmaud.  CMut  Air  Force  Base. 
O.m.iha,  -Nobrask.i;  U.S,  Department  of  Commerce.  Nauonal  Vv'eatner  Ib-coros  Cent.*-', 
>shevi!*>*  Nof'th  Carolina.  Long  Island  Daily  Press. 
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At  6:30  A.  M.  on  Tuesday.  February  24.  1959  a namiii;^  bluish-green  object  streaked 
through  the  skies  over  Michigan,  Illinois  and  Wisconsin.  The  phenomenon  describf3d  as  be- 
ing banana  or  cigar-shaped,  was  trailing  sparks  and  flairie.  It  was  sightetl  by  airport  con- 
trol tower  operators  and  by  znany  excited  citizens.  It  was  said  to  be  traveling  at  a very 
high  speed,  and  State  Troopers  at  Bay  City,  Michigan  described  it  as  a bluish-green  flame 
traveling  parallel  to  the  earth. 

Between  8:00  and  8:30  P.  M.  on  this  same  evening,  an  Akron.  Ohio  couple  sighted  a 
strange  bright  reddish-orange  object  with  a flickering  yellow  light  on  the  top.  It  hovered 
momentarily  and  then  moved  away  toward  the  north.  Its  outline  was  sharp,  except  for  the 
top  which  was  h3.zy.  The  weather  was  clear,  and  the  oV)jei:t  was  observed  for  about  twenty 
minutes. 

In  northern  Ohio  the  evening  of  February  24  was  crisp  and  cold,  the  sky  clear  and  the 

* 

visibility  perfect.  In  Akron  and  in  nearby  Cuyahoga  Falls  the  chance  observation  of  three 
starlike  objects  moving  across  the  sky  was  made  by  several  persons.  This  was  a prelude 
to  the  eventual  unfolding  of  a related  series  of  events. 

The  tiiree  objects  were  spotted  at  9:20  P.  M.  moving  from  east  to  west.  One  oi  the  oh- 
servprs  phoned  Mrs,  Hoy  Renner,  a member  of  the  UFORC.  who,  in  turn,  phoned  Mr. 
George  Popowitch,  Director  of  the  Committee.  Befori^  the  Director  could  get  outside, 
however,  his  phone  rang  again.  The  United  Air  Lines'  Flight  Operations  Manager  at 
Akron-Canton  A.irport  was  or.  the  line.  He  introduced  "^he  pilot  of  United  Air  Lines  Flight  937 
(name  wit.hheld  by  request),  who  then  proceeded  to  tell  a story  of  three  star  like  oujects 
which  had  paced  his  plane  for  thirty  to  forty  minutes. 

TWO  UNITED  AIR  LINE  REPORTS 

’’Just  outside  Lockhaven  near  Williamsport,  Pennsylvania*',  he  reported,  ’’I  observed 
three  brightly  illuminated  objects  off  my  left  wing  tip.  The  plane  was  at  14,000  feet  and  the 
objects  were  about  5 degrees  above  my  horizon,  moving  parallel  to  toe  plane,  east  to 

The  Captain  oi  Flight  937  .had  sighted  the  object.s  at  8:40 and  he  kept  them  under  consian 
observation  until  9:10  P.  .\t.  , a period  of  thirty  minutes.  The  Co-Pilot  Lind  Flight  Engineer 
confirmed  this  story  with  the  Director  of  UFORC.  However,  ihe  Flight  Engineer  stated  he 
had  sighted  :he  objects  at  8:30.  ten  minutes  earlier. 

East  oi  Youngstown.  Ohio,  according  to  the  plane's  • np»aia  Flignt  937  descended  to 
12.000  feet  preparatory  to  landing  at  he  .^kron-Canton  Airoort.  While  over  Youngstown,  th 
tnree  objects  appeared  to  move  closer  to  the  aircraft.  Tliey  wera  hnn  seen  to  fade,  re- 
appear, and  resume  their  original  brilliance,  but  not  in  unison.  Near  Warren,  Ohio,  the 
lights  "went  off”  completely  and  then  reappeared.  They  vere  describeci  as  being  bluish- 
white  and  definitely  larger  than  any  star.  The  objects  tii.:?n  nasstxi  the  a rcrait.  v*-ered  to 
tho  right,  cros-sing  in  front  of  ’^^he  olxne  and  iinaliy  disappeared  to  he  anrthwest. 

Meanwhile,  over  Pe.nnsvivania.  -horMv  beiore  the  above  riescriiv-a  aerial  pnenomeiuj 
liLi:  been  snorted  bv  United  A.ir  hai.fS  ‘ huh*  937.  these  oojT'Ct.s  iiati  i.;aj  been  .iote.  >v  t.he 
cL'pt  tin  jf  United  Air  Lines  Eii  Fnt  ciir  ute  to  Clave  ir.d.  Ohio.  ” i.s  capi.iln.  . pre- 
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was  informed  that  no  aircraft  was  in  his  vicinity  at  that  time. 

The  fore::oin?<  ha'kkfnts  related  by  the  two  United  Air  l ines  niiots  substantiated  ti  r i » 

detailed  account  renorltd  by  Captain  Peter  Killian,  a taint  for  A meric  in  Aii  iia.es.  Ca.  i.da 

* * 

Killian  is  a native  of  i’oftstown,  Pennsylvania.  He  is  married,  Ims  three  chiMrcn  and  is 
active  in  youth  j^roups  in  Syossett,  I.on^  Island.  New  York.  He  serves  u.s  a Scoulraastt-r.  a 
explorer  adviser,  and  as  an  instructor  for  rifle  and  archery  clubs. 

CAPTAIN  KILLIAN’S  REPORT 

”1  was  on  a flight  from  Newark,  New  Jersey  to  Detroit,  Michigan,  non-slop,  and  the 
flight  was  carrying  me  through  PhUUpsburg,  Bradford,  and  Erie.  Pennsylvania  and  dirc'-U; 
across  Lake  Erie  on  to  Detroit.  My  flight  was  at  8500  feet,  and  I was  flying  by  visual  fligh' 
rules  above  an  overcast.  The  overcast  was  roughly  5.000  feet  and  above  the  clouds, ceiling 
and  visibility  were  both  unlimited.  Though  there  were  broken  clouds  below  us  at  5,000  • ced 
all  the  sky  above  that  layer  was  absolutely  clear.  We  had  a visibility  of  about  100  mile.s. 
(Editor's  note:  U.  S.  Department  of  Commerce  Weather  Bureau  reading  at  PhilUpsburg 
stated  that  three-tenths  of  the  sky  was  covered  with  scatterd  clouds  5,000  feet  above  the 
ground  at  8:30  P.  M. , February  24,  1959).  Roughly  about  8:45.  while  I was  having  my  din- 
er, like  all  pilots  do  once  in  awhile,  I noticed  out  of  my  left  window  to  the  south,  three 
yellowish  lights  in  a single  horizontal  line  at  9:00  o'clock  position.  I almost  choked  on  my 

steak  when  I saw  them,  but  I just  watched  awhile  without  saying  anything.  These  three 

■ 

lights  maintained  this  relative  position  for  35  to  40  minutes.  Their  color  was  from  a yello\ 
to  a light  orange  and  these  three  lights  were  in  a horizontal  position. 

"At  first  I thought  it  was  the  Belt  of  Orion  but  then  I took  a second  look  ajid  saw  both  the 
belt  and  the  foreign  objects.  I dismisseri  the  theory  of  their  being  the  belt  of  the  Constella- 
tion Orion.  Orion  was  considerably  higher;  also,  the  objects  wen 
ent  color.  The  objects  were  by  no  means  close  to  the  plane,  but  o 
intervals,  fall  back  again,  and  change  its  place  in  the  formation  w 
the  ship,  which  was  traveling  at  230-300  mph.  Their  position  was 
tlie  third  object,  which  was  the  last  one  in  the  line,  occasionally  d 
gaining  altitude.  But  generally  speaking,  they  maincai.ned  the  san 
"Occasionally  they  speeded  up  quite  a bit  and  pulled  ahead  to  i 
o'clock  to  my  position,  and  then  they  would  slow  down  again  and  dr 
wingtip.  As  I say.  this  went  or  *or  35  to  40  minutes.  It  shock  m€ 
noticed  them,  but  alter  looking  at  them  for  awhile  I sort  got  us<= 
anyhow,  the  very  big  thing  that  struck  me  noticeably  was  the  brill; 
their  color.  U would  go  from  a very  light  dim  to  a very  bright  co 
back  to  dim  again.  During  this  period,  occasionallv,  the  light  woi 
pletelv,  ard  I 'would  see  onlv  two  of  the.m  and  .mayb^ 

Wk  m ^ * 

would  Ije  thr-^e;  then  r .vo  lights  would  go  out,  and  -h 
;ill  three  would  go  out. 

"It  was  impossible  to  tell  ihe  distance  because 
ikitude,  although  they  app^^arod  fo  he  like  the  appar 
itely  higher  than  I was.  At  first.  I esamated  that  t 
Fhis  wa.s  just  an  impress!  jn:  I believe  now  that  thej 
tlur.ii  if  a per. son  would  nave  a light  in  the  mivi 
:.ipo.ssIb!e  for  vou  tij  lau'w.  just  looking  at  the  light 
r;.  !**  ’ . :n  u.  ;'nr  if  y,i.i  dun't  know  the  size,  vnu  r 
"I.t  I'l  i.:v  tj-.r’c  l rivi'ig.  I Ka’.'e  never  in  iny 
‘ling  this  hi  fiitr-pp.  \e.T-;  vph  the  airlines  and  als<» 
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com  mere  ially  - a total  of  about  twenly-eijiht  years.  It  couldn't  have  lieon  an  apparition 
because  all  the  others  an  the  plane  saw  them  too.  At  limes  those  objects  emlfterl  a wh/djsii 
li^ht  of  blinding  brilliance.  Then  it  was  like  trying  to  see  a dime  behiarl  a ijovverful  id  vUri 
liL;ht  buU). 

■iL-  " 

"1  had  35  passengers.  After  I first  noticed  the  (tbjects,  i drew  this  to  the  alleiifMn  (ji 
my  co-pi  lot,  John  Dee,  and  to  our  flight  engineer.  We  three  sat  there.  The  two  .stcw'ud- 
esses  came  up,  and  the  five  of  us  actually  sat  there  and  watched  them  for  quite  awlule.  [n 
the  meantime,  I was  mulling  over  in  the  back  of  my  mind  whether  I should  tell  it  to  the 
passengers,  and  I finally  decided  to.  Before  I did,  I also  told  them  I had  only  a cup  of  IkiI 
tea  to  dri.nk  and  also  that  there  were  no  lightning  bugs  in  the  cockpit.  I said,  'Ladies  and 
gentlemen,  American  Airlines  has  a special  treat  for  you  temight.  If  you’ll  look  out  the 
windows  on  the  left  side,  youTl  get  a look  at  our  little  .surprise.  They  aren't  stars  and  :io 
airplanes  have  colors  like  that.  Make  up  your  own  minds  what  they  are. ' 

’’Everybody  took  it  very  well.  As  a matter  of  fact,  it  was  most  enjoyable  to  them. 
There  was  only  one  passenger  who  was  slightly  apprehensive.  I told  him  if  there  wer  ..ny 
danger  I am  sure  they  would  have  done  something  long  ago.  Several  passengers  wantec  f 
to  go  over  closer,  but  I had  to  consider  their  safety,  even  if  regulations  had  permitted  this 
I obviously  did  not  have  enough  speed  to  catch  up  with  the  objects,  and  1 thought  discretion 
was  the  better  part  of  valor  and  remained  on  course.  To  enable  the  passengers  to  hav-  .. 
better  view,  the  stewardesses,  Edna  LeGate  and  Beverly  Piagree,  turned  out  the  cabin 
lights  and  everyone  watched  the  spectacle  for  the  next  35  minutes, 

"I  suppose  I'm  no  different  than  all  the  rest  of  average  American  individuals  regaraing 

Unidentified  Flying  Objects.  We  read  about  it  and  we  wonder  if  the  person  who  has  sighted 

such  objects  has  been  sober  or  sane  or  telling  the  truth.  Generally,  though,  you  have 

another  feeling  like  you  can’t  discount  them  entirely,  and  that  was  generally  my  feeimg. 

I thought  - well,  there  must  be  something  to  it,  but  what,  I was  never  sure.  These  things 

that  I saw,  did  they  belong  to  the  Air  Force?  I'd  like  to  say  an  air o lane  alway.s  has  white 

lights.  One  is  a flaming  light  which  shines  straight  forward,  and  the  other  is  a .vhite  <^ail- 

light,  which  you  can  only  see  if  you  are  to  the  rear.  So,  in  either  case,  If  it  were  cither 

the  landing  light  or  the  tail-light,  if  it  were  really  ,in  aircraft,  it  would  be  either  flying 

toward  me  or  away  from  me,  and  in  no  event  could  they  stay  there  for  30  or  40  minute.s. 

■ 

That  would  in  itself  refute  the  idea  of  its  being  an  aircraft. 

"Their  uneven  spaed  and  unusual  e.^ternai  brilliance  proves  they  were  a type  ot  airerm 
which  is  totally  unfamilLir  to  us.  Their  motion  also  was  unlike  an  airplane.  Occasionailv 
one  of  the.m  would  zoom  straight  ahead  of  me.  Then  it  would  drop  back  into  position  off  my 
wing,  apparently  lagging  as  if  to  let  me  catch  up.  The  airplane  was  flying  a constant  cours 
and  these  movements  were  easily  observed.  Occasionally,  however,  the  rear  fellow  would 
Lig  behi.nd.  He  would  be  almost  double  the  distance  between  the  other  two.  i considered 
.jcssibility  tnat  the  lights  were  trying  to  signal,  but  I could  not  tUscern  any  pattern  in  the 
I'g.ht  changes. 

'T  had  considered  the  possibility  that  the  lights  came  from  jet  roiueiing  operations  and 
suggested  as  much  upon  landing  when  I was  inter 'viewed  by  the  Detroit  Times.  I had  "iis- 
''arded  rr.e  idea,  however  for  several  reasons.  At  my  then  cruising  5peed  of  230  to  ‘idO 
miles  per  hour,  I was  going  too  slow  for  jets  to  stay  off  my  icit  wing  for  a long  time.  Th-- 
other  factors  were  the  changing  fXJ.sitio.u  of  the  lights  and  their  v'’arv:rg  intensitv.  Ir.  add:- 

■ » ■-  * i,  ' -ta'  A' 

tion,  First  Officer  John  Dee,  land  mg.  had  also  considered  the  pos.sibiUty  oi  a jec 

rufueling  operation  but  had  made  a chc  d:  a.’d  here  had  been  no  such  !llght.3.  I usti  notified 
n.ier  planes  in  the  vicinity,  Wh.-'a  I was  > ver  Erie,  Dennsylv'ania  i on  my  cnmpanv 

frequency  and  asked  if  ihsre  were  any  planer  in  the  vicinity  and  trere  were  iwo. 
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there  was  one  around  Tf)ledo,  Ohio,  and  another  around  Windsor,  Canada.  And  both  f>[ 
them,  when  I brought  it  to  their  attention,  had  sigtited  the  same  ttirce  shining  objefds.  And 
the  other  two  admitted  that  the  objects  were  higher  than  they  were.  One  had  been  watching 
the  lights  lor  10  to  15  minutes  already,  and  a triangulation  was  cione.  and  an  estimate  of  15 
miles  distance  between  me  and  the  nearest  object  was  made.  The  estimated  size  of  the 
objects  was  about  300  feet.  I then  called  Airway  Traffic  Control  and  asked  them  if  they  had 
a flight  of  any  three  planes  on  an  airway  traffic  clearance,  and  there  were  none.  I also 
tried  to  pick  them  up  on  my  radar  screen » but  our  radar  is  primarily  fur  weather  surveil- 
lance, and  not  for  airplanes,  so  I did  not  get  anything  on  my  radar. 

”1  personally  was  not  contacted  by  the  United  States  Government  in  regard  to  the  sight- 
ing. However,  we  have  a procedure  with  the  airlines  that  when  there  are  unknown  sightingr 
of  any  kind,  we  make  a report  for  the  company,  which,  in  turn,  reports  this  to  the  Govern- 
ment for  immediate  dissemination.  I immediately  called  my  company  in  Detroit,  and 
Detroit  itself  gave  it  to  the  Government.”  (Editor's  note:  The  procedure  Captain  Killian 
is  referring  to  is  known  as  CIRVIS  - Communication  Instruction  for  Reporting  Vital  Intelli- 
gence Sighting  from  Aircraft. ) 

PASSENGER  AND  HOSTESSES  VERIFY  SIGHTING 


One  of  Captain  Killian's  passengers,  Mr.  N.  D.  Puscas,  41,  of  30835  Barton,  Garden 
City.  Long  Island.  New  York  and  General  Manufacturing  Manager  of  Curtis  Wright  Aircraf 
Company's  New  York  Division,  had  this  to  say  to  the  press: 

'The  way  he  broke  the  news  to  us  was  very  clever.  No  one  panicked  or  showed  any 
signs  of  worry.  Everyone  immediately  began  to  show  a keen  interest  in  what  was  going  on. 
He  did  a fine  job.  There  wasn't  a cloud  in  the  sky  when  I looked  out  and  saw  the  t»bjects  in 
precision  formation.  They  were  round -like,  and  every  now  and  tlien  one  would  glow  bright 
er  than  the  other  as  if  it  had  moved  nearer  to  the  plane.  I have  been  making  that  same  trip 
a number  of  times  because  the  home  office  is  in  New  York,  but  I l ave  never  tjxperu-nced  an 
thing  like  that  before.  It  might  have  been  imagination,  but  when  the  object  rose  I thought  I 
could  see  a little  tail  like  an  exhaust.  ” 

The  plane's  hostesses,  Mrs.  LeGate,  22.  of  Wei  ton,  Arizona,  a.nd  Miss  Beverly  Pin- 
gree,  25,  Oakland,  California,  said  respectively,  "T  don't  know  what  they  were.  I'm  a 
terrific  science -fiction  fan  but  ...”  and  ‘Tm  not  a science-fiction  fan,  but  I know  what  I 
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American  Airlines  arranged  for  the  press 


to  interview  Captain  Killian  in  New  York 


Also,  in  their  pape 


r.  Flagship  News,  they  gave  Killian  front  page  coverage. 
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The  DC-6  f liHtship  droned  through  the  clear 
n'zht  to*.v.ird  Detroit.  American  Airlines  Flight  139, 
hid  left  JJpwarSt  ftt  7 p m,  and  was  scheduled  to  j 
1 >r  J at  Detroit  MetronoUtan  at  9:35. 

" ir.iulf'  the  cheerfully-lighted  cabin.  33  passengers 
were  “njoylng  a filet  inlmon  dinner. 

The  voice  of  Capt.  Peter  Killian  came  over  the 
10- :d?. -alter.  -Lad.es  :.-i  rsr.rlemen.'*  he  sa*d, 
-.A.-n-rnran  Airlines  has  a .soecial  treat  lOr  you  o- 
if  you*l!  look  out  Ute  wtedoTVi  on  the  left 
s*dtf  y >u‘ll  g^t  a look  at  our  little  surprise. 

*C*  urly  visible  oif  the  I'tt  ^'ing  'vere  what  ap- 
pear.-d  to  be  thr-e  .laucfr -.shaped  ora ny 2 -yellow 

linh’s  moving  along  'vith  the  plane.  j 

"They  aren't  .stars."  continued  the  capta.-n.  and 
no  a.rplanes  have  colors  like  that."  He  told  his 
pus -tuers  to  "mage  up  your  own  minds  what  t..ey 

* Killian  first  spotted  r.-e  l.gius  as  in-  f lak- 

sh.p  Hew  at  H.500  fe-t  over  t.ne  central  Penr^yi- 

vun.a  town  oI  Phillpsburs.  a 

cSiecic  point.  He  hart  just  started  to  ea-  h.s  o vn 

Ji.nr.er  after  tumin?  tha  controls  over  to  r/o 

jol^n 

**I  almcst  choked  on  my  t them, 

s\ld  Capt,  Killian,  ' Sut  1 cned  Rwhil® 

W :h0U5  baying  anything."  It  was  a brand-uew 
sir;.:  to  the  15-year  flying  veteran. 

H.j  turned  to  copilot  D.«,  “What  do  y ju  see  out 
here  on  my  l»'ft.  John.’" 


It  was  no  mirage.  F/O  Dee  .saw  the  same  things. 

A?»  Ihey  watched,  th»  find  maneui*erea 

Ji.uply.  closing  the  gap  between  It  and  the  other 
objects,  then  falling  back.  AU  the  time,  the  mys- 
if^TioMS  olijecta  r<*mauied  abreast  or  the  airplane 
which  w‘is  living  at  350  m.*es  an  hour. 

In  the  cabin,  the  pajssmgera  were  enjoying  the 
show. 

Capt.  Killl.m  r.adloed  two  other  AA  planes  in 
the  viclnitv  10  make  sure  "I  wasn’t  .•seeing  lightmng 
bugs  i.n  the  rockpit.*’  They  reported  back  that  they 

had  rightwi  tne  object.*,  too.  ,.-t, . 

For  s j mlnut.-*s.  the  lights  itayed  w.th  the  r.ag- 

^hip.  Then  t.i'y  were  lo>t  a^  ll’.e  airplane  dropp»*d 
through  a I'.aze  to  make  Ita  lamliTit  ut  Detroit 

jiltjtro. 

Once  on  th„  rround,  the  eiory  .ipread  quickly. 
Kewspapermen  hounded  Capt.  Killian  in  his  hotel 
room,  keeping  him  up  until  » a m.,  and  resumi—g 
th.eir  selc*  b-for“  (lawn. 

"I  w'i  ;.!:iaJtrt  at  the  i.Tter;-al  the  story  gener- 
ated."  ^.ild  C.ar.  . Kalian.  He  said  he  had  been 
queried  by  i-’.Hne*.ar;um  officials  ur.d  representa^ 
lives  of  asiror.cmical  groups.  R.idlo,  press  and 
tel**vlslon  pecul'’  railed  him  irom  points  as  dis- 
tant as  houtli  Carolina  and  K'^ntucky. 

Eack  In  his  heme  in  Syosset,  L.  I.,  hU  phone  fan- 
pled  const.' ntly.  Hut  no  one  could  decide,  author- 
itatively. what  th?  strange  ob>crs  were. 

A r.uilvd  ?'t*.'tc  vn.  I‘a..  C.ipt.  Killian  ts 
f seiT.?  sfat'ts  ‘A’.'h  A.T.oricaa.  F-  '.s  siciive  in  yo’ 
croups  la  S**- >rrvlng  na  s s.'au:m.aster,  ;in 
explorer  i'4v'f*r.  a club  h-.vder.  .wi.d  liS  an  Instruc- 
tor f 'ir  wile  : 1 urMt-iOr  cluos. 


Cptain  Killian  also  appear.-d  on  radio  and  television  in  New  York  City. He 
invitations  to  speak  oeiore  the  Civili.an  Saueer  Intelliicence  ,V  v.  and 

las  ir.  its  pt.s^3-^sion  .t  ten  .tuacte  taped  lelepho.ne  C vr  '-.iv 

Ha,h  MePaerson  of  R.Miu  .ttatton  WCiiS.  Charleston,  West  vin;i.na  'n  .vnu  h ne 

!ft.  'ti  his  ■•:-:p-.'!'ienco  tluit-  cveti»’rul 


i 


GROUND  OBSERVERS  CONFIRM  AiR  REPORTS 

Added  confirmation  came  from  f^round  ol)servers.  On  tlie  evening  of  February  2*.  »9  r) 
the  neighbors  of  Mrs.  Roy  Renner,  of  Cuyalio^a  Falls,  Ohio,  saw  sorneiliint^  in  the  sky  wdilci: 
they  did  not  understand  and  could  not  identify.  Kno\ving  oi  Mrs.  Renner's  interest  in  celest  - 
ial phenomena  they  called  to  her.  The  Renners  came  out  immediately  and,  with  t.heir  reigh.- 
bors,  observed  three  mysterious  lights.  According  to  these  witnesses,  the  lights  were  the 
approximate  size  of  the  North  Star,  moving  from  east  to  west.  Mrs.  Renner,  employing 
binoculars,  said  that  the  lights  appeared  to  be  circular,  and  were  of  yellow -red  coloring. 
After  observing  the  objects  for  about  three  minutes,  Mrs.  Renner  made  a telephone  call  to 
the  Director  of  the  UFORC.  He  in  turn  reported  the  sighting  to  Akron  Radio  Station  WAKR, 
and  requested  that  anyone  having  seen  the  lights  should  contact  the  Committee.  Several 
persons  called  in  with  verifying  reports.  Their  signed  statements  are  in  UFORC  files. 

Mr.  C.  was  one  such  observer.  Mr.  C.  's  home  is  ten  miles  from  the  home  of  the 
Renners,  and  is  located  in  the  southern  section  of  Akron.  He  noted  that  the  objects  were 
red  and  somewhat  on  the  dim  side.  He  stated  that  the  sighting  could  not  have  been  the 
constellation  Orion  because  the  stars  of  Orion  could  be  seen  simultaneously  in  another  part 
of  the  sky. 

Some  persons  phoning  in  had  seen  a prop-driven  plane  moving  in  the  opposite  direction 
from  the  sighting,  in  another  part  of  Akron.  However,  this  plane  was  not  observed  in  other 
parts  of  the  city,  the  explanation  being  that  the  airplanes  coming  from  Cleveland-Hopkins 
Airport  to  the  Akron  Canton  Airport  travel  from  Northwest  to  Southeast  and  cross  only 
certain  sections  of  the  city. 

None  of  the  ground  observers  reported  hearing  any  sound.  Neither  did  they  see  the  air- 
plane piloted  by  Captain  Killian.  According  to  estimates  through  triangulation,  Killian’s 
plane  was  about  fifteen  miles  .certh  of  the  unidentified  lights,  so  that  it  would  have  been  out 
of  the  sight  and  sound  of  ground  observers  at  this  time.  (Captain  Killian  lost  sight  of  the 
lights  when  he  descended  through  a haze  preparatory  to  landing  at  Detroit.  Michigan.)  Whefi 
the  lights  were  spotted  from  the  ground  at  9;15  P.  M.,  they  were  evidently  sfill  pacing  Cap- 
tain Killian's  plane  enroute  to  Detroit  to  the  northwest.  Firther  confirmation  of  the  direc- 
tion, and  consequently,  that  the  airline  pilots  as  well  as  ob.servers  on  the  ground  were  view- 
ing the  same  objects,  came  from  United  Flight  937  reports.  The  pilot  '4  this  flight  lost 
sight  of  the  fights  after  they  had  cut  in  front  of  his  plane  which  was  heading  west  toward  the 
Akron  Canton  Airport.  The  objects  then  veered  toward  the  northwest  and  disappeared. 

RELEASE  OF  OFFICIAL  EXPLANATIONS 

^or  three  d.iys.  the  Air  Force  maintained  silence  concerning  these  reports.  The.n  on 
the  morning  of  February  29,  it  released  to  the  press  this  offinal  opini(»a  oi  t.he  Air  T.  cn- 
mcal  Intelligence  Center:  "Pilots  may  have  been  seeing  stars  instead  unidentified  lyt.is 
'ibjects  in  a recent  flurry  cx  r lying  saucer  reports. 

Tiie  Air  Force  Technical  Inteliigence  .Agency  at  V/right  Pa  rerson  Air  Force  Base. 
Di'.'ton,  Ohio,  gave  the  opinicr.  That  the  crew  of  an  Air  Force  tr-msport.  : lying  between 
'.Va  -.hington,  D.C. , and  Da'.**on  filed  a report  similar  to  the  reports  given  by  the  crews 
j '(im.Tiercial  airliners.  The  Air  Force  transport  \vas  flying  under  a broken  ciuud  o . er- 
casv  at  abcat  BAOn  feet  .iltitude.  Experts  of  the  Technical  IrTelligc.uje  Agency  said  ‘hat  v.  e 
Aj’:e'*ed  ’:he  pilots  may  have  sighted  stars,  especially  the  for.nat'  »n  0”v  n." 

It  .shoula  he  noted  k.a’:  trie  Air  Force  statement  .s  i"s  the  A.ir  ira.nspoit  or.  w .*:5 

Vi  irF'  a I'iport  "siinllor"  -o  ■■ir'Sff  made  by  the  crews  o'*  airli.ners.  . .. 
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e.  i.iTen,  in  e.ssence. 


1 ^ ( 


hri;.s  that  their  own  men  r«::.ortv‘d  seeing  hree  lighted  n.'ecro 


It  should  also  be  noted  that  Air  Technical  Inteiligeaco  Center  experts  i>.)r  inula  ted  the  oniniur 
that  stars  were  the  objects  sighted  by  their  own  men  and  the  airliiie  j 

Captain  Killian^s  reaction  to  the  Air  Force  offering  was  given  r.Ivm  I',  in  a to 

the  Long  Island  Press:  ”I  certainly  know  Orion  when  I see  it.  It  wa.sii't  any  Ijriei  look. 
During  those  45  minutes  I saw  both  O^'icn  and  the  unknown  objects  repeatedly.  So  did  o' her 
airline  pilots.  Maybe  they  (the  transport  crew)  did  see  Orion  through  breaks  in  clouds.  I 
can  tell  you  this  - no  experienced  airline  pilot  is  going  to  be  deceived  like  that.  We’ve  seet 
stars  through  cloud  breaks  many  times,  and  those  other  crews  liave  confirmed  what  I re- 
ported. Also,  in  our  area,  the  only  clouds  we  had  were  about  3500  feet  below  us.  Above 
that,  visibility  was  unlimited;  the  sky  was  absolutely  clear.  Those  rjther  captains  would 
testify  to  that.  So  could  everybody  on  our  flight;  the  cabin  lights  were  switched  off  and  they 
were  all  looking  out.  " 

Deliberately  the  Air  Force  spokesmen  had  cast  shadows  upon  the  ability  and  integrity 
of  these  veteran  airline  pilots.  That  Orion  was  clearly  visible  is  a coincidence  providing 
ATIC  with  a convenient,  though  unsound,  ’’out".  But.  applying  such  an  explanation  to  the 
airlines  sighting  is  ridiculously  far-fetched  and  completely  contrary  to  :act. 

Dr.  Orren  C Mohler,  assistant  director  at  McMath-Hulbert  Ob.se rvatory  o*  the  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan  adds  his  opinion  to  a host  of  others:  "There  is  r.o  astronomical  expla- 

nation of  the  reported  sightings.  I know  of  nothing  that  occurred  in  the  skies  that  night 
(February  24)  that  could  account  for  the  objects  described.  " 


It  would  be  interesting  to  learn  the  feelings  of  the  crew  who  manned  the  .Air  Force 
transport  after  being  informed  that  they  too  had  seen  stars  among  broken,  cloud .s.  AUhougf 
[)rivately  they  may  possibly  protest  the  opinion  of  the  "experts",  publicly  ’’hey  are  in  no 
position  to  refute  it. 

Could  Killian  have  been  deceived  by  cloud-covered  r^tars'"’  A nian  who  has  iieen  flying 
.since  1929  a.nd  who  states  he  has  never  seen  anything  iike  this  beiore.  is  not  Hkeiv  to  :;e 

to  «> 

deceived  by  something  as  familiar  to  him  as  Orion.  Ptluis  of  both  A»nr;rica.n  ana  United 
flights  have  stated  emphatically  they  saw  the  mystenou.s  light.s  Orion  .si.mukaneoiisly. 
Killian  has  said  the  sky  was  crystal  clear  and  a passenger  has  verUied  this  fact.  Visibil- 
ity was  one  hundred  miles.  The  U.  3.  Weather  Bureau  verities  this.  In  a call  to  the  KiUia.'' 
home,  Mrs.  Killian  said  Captain  Killian  has  studied  astronomy,  -ind  ^:it  he  reiuse.s  re- 
lieve that  he  "saw  stars 

Evidently  the  Air  Force  wasn't  too  sure  Captain  .willi.n.i  had  seen  iht;  stars  either. 

What  they  had  issued  to  the  press  for  rele.^se  to  the  pubiic  wa.s  a rather  si.mple  e xplanacion 
one  they  felt  would  be  acceptable  in  most  cases.  However,  a need  for  >r.  adaicit^nai  i:ver- 
pretation  must  have  been  felt  for  three  weeks  later  t.ae  Air  r*  red  a second  rn*  r^f 

imaginative,  I’eason  for  the  events  of  the  night  of  Februarv  2 Uii. 

"The  .American  Airlines  sighting  oi  February  24  :'.car  Bra  It  tr.i,  :-*'^nr.sv;va:na  turned 
out  to  be  a 3-47  type  aircraft  accomplishing  night  reiu*^ling  irom  kC  ‘"r  unkers  T' e 
American  Airlines  pilot's  report  of  the  sighti.ng  coaihrmvd  this  .inJ  ' r ? ^rce  r ‘■•orcis  ah'  n 
ih.u  thre-?  B-47  type  aircraft  were  in  the  vicinity  of  Brnnrorci.  Penn.-  ivania  on  a ; i/.h:  rv- 
tuc'.ing  operation.  The  tanker  has  several  groups  cf  A*hich.  i'  l o.3:ano>^.  .'...  liM 

nonear  to  be  one  or  more  lights.  Tht  duration  t.-T  :i  refueling  Ur-.-  i':  ;.n  '"ir'cs  ai.ti 
1:  s:  well  over  an  hour,  depending  uron  U.v  vpe  of  oofirivi  u B-4  ' 

\v;j:  Ay  lu  appro.ximately  an  aUium-''  .f  IT  0*'0  feet  at  a id  21i  ' ’ ■ * us  '••■'lulii  at*,  'v;;' 

iO>  !h^  being  aooroximateiv  3.*  i-  .--‘s  above  th-^  A rMrK*:r'  . .-s  pUirh::  Iv  cv.*.  -' 

ir h . v!eing  them  for  40  rainutes.  ’’ 
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Op»‘  '"’X  otii\  IvUp  IS  v.i:y,  alter  three  '.veeks.  ATIC  experts  hu'ced  to  r',T.i 

'jij  villi  iinr,  second  e::f)!ana( ic»;v  P '-  haps  it  was  l^ecause  tii^'V  reaUiied  too  itvi vv  peopl^^- 
wouWi  n vAro  a dumenes.s  in  me  reports  tiled  l>y  military  ami  comjTiereiiii  pilois  di  tiiy:ht 
that  m-hL  alon^;  with  rciiorts  coiniiij^^  from  ground  ui>servers  in  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania. 

There  is  the  possibility  the  "stars  through  brokem  clouds"  explanation  simply  did  not  jell  - 
and  in  truth,  backfired. 

There  are  several  obvious  holes  in  the  jet  refueling  story.  All  witnesses  have  agreed 
that  three  separate  lights  were  seen.  Does  this  mean  that  there  were  Uiree  jets?  .Jots 
carry  no  sucii  powerful  lights.  And,  if  not  jets,  then  is  it  to  be  assumed  that  there  were 
three  tankers  in  the  sky.  each  employing  a powerful  light? 

In  a press  release,  Major  Lawrence  J.  Tacker,  executive  officer  of  the  Air  Force  Pul) 
lie  Information  at  the  Pentagon  stated  that  the  planes  were  "lit  up  like  Coney  Island",  Are 
we  to  believe  that  three  single  lights  can  at  any  time  resemble  Coney  Island?  And  is  Coney 
Island  limited  to  lights  of  one  color?  Air  Force  KC-97  Ta.nkers,  revealed  an  Air  Force 
spokesman,  use  several  types  of  signal  lights  during  refueling  operations.  Doesn’t  it  seem 
feasible  then  that  while  jets  are  refueling  some  of  these  other  lights  .vould  also  be  seen? 

Yet  at  no  time  were  the  lights  seen  described  as  being  either  red  or  green,  both  required 
colors  of  lights  on  planes. 

In  a statement  to  the  Long  Island  Daily  Press  on  March  24  Captain  Killian  said,  "I  don‘ 
care  what  the  Air  Force  says,  the  objects  I saw  could  travel  at  2,000  miles  an  hour  and 
were  definitely  not  conventional  aircraft. 

"11  the  Air  Force  wants  to  believe  that,"  he  added,  "it  can.  But  I know  what  a B-47 
looks  like  and  I know  what  a KC-97  Tanker  looks  like;  Further,  I know  what  they  look  like 
in  operation  at  night.  And  that's  not  what  I saw.  " Killian  claimed  ihis  was  the  Air  Force's 
third  explanation  of  his  sighting,  "all  contradictory  and  none  satisfactory". 

"I  icnow  chat  there  are  fourt^^en  lights  on  the  belly  of  a lanker,"  Killian  continued,  "and 
iV'^e  are  of  the  orange  hued  brilliance.  n<ir  the  size  of  the  ones  I .saw  on  the  objects.  And 
fur  i her  more,  the  objects  were  at  least  triple  the  size  of  any  tanker  or  bonnber  we  have. 

An  1 they  looked  like  the  apparent  size  of  the  moon." 

Killian  went  on  to  say  the  objects  were  spotted  Ijy  another  airline  pilot  two  minutes 
la*'-:  seventy  miles  away.  "That  puts  their  speed  at  roughly  2,000  miles  an  hour."  he  said. 
''T'tese  explanations  come  from  Washington,  hue  not  une  f/t  the.se  fellows  has  bothered  to 
('•)!  :art  me  to  hear  mv  stnrv  firsthand.  " 

Adnuttodly,  Killian  had  considered  the  pf's^ibility  of  the  lights  being  those  oi  jets,  but 
1 id  I’uled  this  out.  He  said  the  lights  were  too  large,  the  wrong  color,  too  varied  in  i.nten- 
!y  fti'  brightness,  and  that  they  changed  position  toc'  erratically  to  btt  jets. 

Boih  Killian  and  the  pilot  of  I'niced  Flight  321  .Tad  checked  with  other  pilots  in  the  are.i 
Ilf  nuike  sure  they  weren'"  j.is:  seeing  things.  The  lights  were  .seer,  trom  difteren:  angles 
I'ld  aliitudes.  The  oilof s a.nd  cre-.f  members  of  fi'-e  olanes.  in  addition  '15  passengers, 
e r-  i!e<l  5‘'ec.i  fur  apprnrdmitely  40  minutes. 

Tlic  i.icr  ih.it  the  pile's  "becked  with  Airway  Traffic  C'ndrol  certainly  lends  redenc?  f.r 
ce*  incident. 

.hTC  fiir.ctioas  Uiki  o*  the  ju."isdicti  n;  nf  the  Fede Av'atiop  Ageru-y.  their  :’*'sp' 
cv  ‘'^ing  to  ’'ly.'iiare  p'd:*’?  air  trafne.  There  .rciy  :i  diiferenc?  of  opinion  ..s  :o 

V. ! ' • ;er  ATC  1 n.iws.  nt-  u o ki'.uvv\  :>rral-‘g’'*  .Air  Conumand’s  H'ght  plan-,.  A 
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whether  ATC  would  have  had  l^nuwledge  of  high  altitude  operations  performed  by  SAC.  Thei 
reply,  "All  SAC  flights  are  coordinated  with  the  Federal  Aviation  Agtmcy  which  you  reter  tti 
as  Airway  Traffic  Control.  " 

The  American  and  United  Air  Line  pilots,  upon  seeing  the  unknown  objects,  acted  in 
accordance  wdth  standard  procedure.  They  contacted  ATC,  inquiring  if  there  were  any  re- 
fueling operations  and/or  if  there  were  any  planes  in  the  area.  To  the  l<now!edge  of  ATC 
there  were  none.  First  Officer  John  Dee  of  American  Airlines  also  checkM  with  ATC  upon 
landing  in  Detroit,  and  he.  too,  received  a negative  reply.  Their  inquiries  mainly  were  for 
the  purpose  of  establishing  identity  of  the  foreign  objects.  It  is  significant,  we  believe,  lha 
the  U.S.  Air  Forceps  Air  Technical  Intelligence  Center,  which  is  responsible  for  investiga- 
ting UFOs,  apparently  did  not  even  bother  to  check  with  ATC,  and  that  prior  to  releasing 
their  numerous  explanations  they  did  not  interview  Captain  Killian  in  order  to  receive  the 
details  first  hand.  Nor  did  they  question  the  other  pilots,  crew  members,  the  passengers 
or  the  ground  observers. 

Assuming  there  were  night  refueling  operations  being  performed  secretly,  what  damage 
could  result  from  legitimate  inquiries  such  as  those  voiced  by  the  pilots?  ATC  could  easilv 
have  replied  that  a secret  mission  was  being  conducted  by  the  Air  Force.  Such  an  explana- 
tion would  have  dispelled  all  doubt  in  the  pilots'  minds  regarding  the  peculiar  objects  they 
had  observed.  By  ignoring  the  fact  that  ATC  is  the  police  force  of  the  air  lanes,  Air  Intel- 
ligence has  openly  placed  Air  Traffic  Control  in  a compromising  position. 
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Py  RdlpS  Ch.ipman 

When  nri  American  Airlines 
pilot,  nj’.ntt  a Ix;-6  ntm-su»p 
from  Nearark  to  DetvoU,  re- 
ported Tiiei»iay  nlsht  the  iiitht- 
ing  of  three  mj'SLerious  objects 
In  the  sky.  the  Air  Force  didn't 
exactly  yawn  but  th^re  wa.=; 
none  of  the  excitement  in  the 
Pentagon  that  such  a report 
might  have  engendered  ten 
years  ago.  j 

The  Air  Defens4  Command, 
charged  with  the  aesponslbiltty 
for  Investigating  1 all  UFO’s 
(Unidentified  Flying  Objects* 
or  "flying  saucers.f  has  devel- 
oped teenniques  tp  the  point 
where  evaluation  nc  3uch  sight* 
Inga  has  become  almost  routine 
During  the  la^t  *ic  montha  of 
last  year,  according  to  an  .Mr 
Force  spokesman  m Washing- 
ton. It  3$  cases  of  "rnysterloiu'' 
things  seen  in  the  sky  were  in- 
vestigated. Only  two  were  clasi- 
Itlfd  as  ’*..mknown.‘' 

TTila  U What  oeople  on  the 
ground  or  in  planes  actually 
5aw:  23  weather  baltnona,  60 
aircraft.  S8  astronomical  ob* 
fects  (meteors,  etc.),  4 mana 
made  salelli>s.  and  50  mljcel* 
la.^eoua  (birds,  etc),  la  the 
remalnin.g  sixty -ore  cases, 
there  were  hnsufSeient  data  to 
show  that  anythfag  had  been 
5»-ca  It  all.  ( 

The  Dav'Afi^ 

**Thfr?  ire  al  gsys  « certain 
number  of  c'srfc  where  thjs 


cMi’t  rnaember  jii  thing  ughtlngs  Is  t0JTsr’''t'*. 

they  Sober  up  ^ne  next  day,"  f^lUiUtry  a ::.’:oi :'u't  wfi'- 
commented  one  bf2c*r  drily.  lh“mselvei  Jltte.'y,  it  w now  nd- 
”'Kif ‘admtnrt7~pd1fFrtr."  tfTlt  fr.ltted,  in  the  y^srs  Imme- 
mest  people  who  report  actual-  diately  after  World  *.var  11.  'I'hc 
ly  have  seen  .lolnetiiUut.  The  whole  b'lslr.esg  began  on  June 

trouble  Is  that  Uiey  don't  have  24.  134y.  when  a man  narri»-J 
t>i«  VnnwT«rta«  fw»  tinff»p«F^nH  ihcr.rietn  AmCtd,  nf  Bols*. 


kniv.sr  t.i  i 
nki  '/  • 


' • \ 


tA:\ 


^ a.  T 


p-i.::  .m.*-.’ ■.‘•.r.f  rar, 
I hit  lti.»  Thfvl 
j i'rry  kc*."* 

VY  r-n  oh: -xipi 


bocks 

*e  t rv 


rrs.^-. 


, , j f .'U'ce 

*Srl  world - 

famoub  t*^*y*^hoios!st.  comes  the 
opinion  that  ppoole  s.e;  f,yj.?g 
i lauccrs  T<Tsi  hecau.*e  th*y  want 


the  knowledge  t>  understand 
what  they  see.  I 
Not  too  long  t go  there  was 


Idaho,  rrportfd  th.it,  while  fly- 
ing h;s  oan  plane,  he  had  seen 


the  case  of  the  {soldiers  at  a !f see  ‘'Marjy  peopV  »o- 

1 ir"/'  " " i-**  ■ **- 


Nike  bftsa  In  Maryland 
"saw"  a flying  saicer  land  with  hour 
UghUi  full  on.  A tlPO  Investlga-  ; 

tlon  team  hurrlel  to  the  base  scrio-d  u 
and  found  a quick  explanation,  saucer^ 
A near-by  dairy  farmer  had  * 1/ 
turned  on  flood  htgbu  at  his  ^ 

barn  during  the  ^Arly  hours  of  were 
a winter  morning.  During  sum- 
mer  montha,  the  lights  were  un*  Onw  *.h 
aeceaaary.  cers.  Som 

The  Air  Force  has  learned  others  W' 
also  that  there  .ire  cycles  in  \ 

alghtlnga  of  flying  saucers.  Ip 

Theta  correspond  almost  e*-  t 


r.r.g  at  an  '■st. mated  l.VOO  miles 
an  hour  b<*!w*en  Mt.  Rainier 
and  Mt.  .Ads.ns.  Wtish.  He  de- 
senb-d  nhj^'Cts  »s  "like  a 
saucer  jwippiTi  Hcro;.s  water." 

A r^n  of  new  .vighlings  fol- 
lowed/ VV'it.-’.ir,  days,  ".'aucers" 
were  seen  over  England,  South 
Afrtes,  Australia  end  China. 

Onw  *hey  weren’t  always  sau- 
cers. Some  were  cUar -shaped, 
others Vere  ’■blnb.s."  still  others 
leoked  ^ke  a conventional  air- 
craft.’' l\  the  latter  ca’egory. 
at  least,  trie  Air  Force  now  in- 


day  are  In  need  oi  fanta.sy.''  he 
said  In  Zurich,  j^iUerUnd.  re- 
Capt^Peteji^illi^ the  pliot 
who  rvx>ftr**tj  me  gpi^ranre  of 
the  .strange  lights  during  his 
flight  to  Detroit,  thinks  other- 


actly  with  the  i^pearanea  of  ti^  is  exactly  what 

TV  shows,  movfcs,  books  or  Ithey  were. 
plays  dealing  wttn  vtgitora  from  Outside  the  rviUiary.  how- 
outer  space.  I ever,  there  are  T.sr.y  who  insist 

L*»ok  More,  .'lea  Maea  (that  interplanetary  travel  Is  a 
A factor  governing -the  nuxn-  fact  except  for  earthlings.  There 
ber  of  reoorU  is  what  has  be-  ,*1“*  some  who  vo  *u  (»r  as  to 


plays  dealing  witri 
outer  space.  I 

L«iok  More,  .'ll 
A factor  govern  I 
ber  of  reports  is  i 
come  known  as  i 
r.*ss."  In  other  wor 
more  Americans  ar 
especially  at  nigh 
suit,  the*  ore  •. 
ihootlng  stars 


ihootlng  stars  fail  ether 
heavenly  phenoraer*  ’.^.an  eve- 
before.  Add  cold  wag  ..tiers  and 
tne  recioe  for  flying  saucer 


’say  aware-  Fcrce  is  well 

!s,  mort  and'i**^’’^  keeping  it 

f lo^ipf  up.  yiuiet  for  fcur  of  .^r:ghte.n;ng 
L ^ a re-  I people  This  croup  has  a con- 
fr-Jng  more  Usderrtle  follow  frg 
fad  other  ( ’”Ve  know  A^’it  the^e  pe/i- 
* ’han  eve-  pie,’’  said  the  Air  i-'Tirre  pf  <*s* 
/..tiers  and  ’.“an.  ‘ There  .i  rot  a .'’n  cf 
ring  saucer  t*ruth  in  whit  ip<*v  ly  .mt 


L9,  !£}«. 

’■t 

P-/« 


{wise.  A v^fteran  of  PJteen  years 
!of  commercial  Ryinf.  he  ought 
to  know.  He  was  careful  to 
draw  the  attention  of  hts  crew, 
thirty-fiv*  pAs.v'Ogert  aboard 
the  ^lar.e.  and  the|pllota  of  two 
other  al.-crift  to  ijie  phenome- 
non. I 

.4.  F.  lavestjgatioo 

In  his  .Syosaet,  1^.  I . home  he 
{told  ‘.he  Herild  Tibune  that  aj 
jnf  these  wttnes.sesJconf*.rmed  Jils 
I own  .observatJon.siTUen  he  said: 

*’I  am  .sure  thire  are  people 
on  other  planets  fand  that  they 
'have  f'l.ed  th#  prooleni  of 
space  . . . \ sincerely  be- 

lieve that  iheir  vehicles  ars 
coming  cio***  to  the  earth." 

The  .‘.irr'^rre  slnv-siigiting. 
1 put  h till  to  lepoft  or.,  thu 
ilat^-t  ;ig;u.ng  nf  flying  aucera 
ir  wha;<*'.’»r  th-v  may  be. 


In  the  above  newspaper  article  the  Air  Force  attempts  to  cor. f inn  ilieir  explannaons  by 
iliscrcflitinti:  reliable  witnes.ses  throui^h  the  impilcatior  'hev  are  eUIier  incompetent  drun! 
Captain  Kilhan  took  particular  xception  to  this  .stait-m-nt.  pointi;v.<  o-ut  :nat  the  .\ir  F .rce 
is  well  acquainted  with  rules  forbidding  airline  pilots  Irom  drinkini^  bi:?.''ore  flights.  "It’s 
one  Lit  our  strictest  rules. 

HOW  ROUTINE  iS  SOUTINE? 

In  this  :rriclo  the  Air  Force  spokesman  states  also  rhat  ihr^  ’.'alu.ii.'  in  (jf  UFO  oUinring 
tias  Ijecorvie  .nlmo.st  routine.  Could  it  be  po.ssibie  that  :h;r  inv»^sf igat:* >n  of  such 
lias  become  routine  to  the  .vcent  ihat  the  investigaior.s  i!  »n’;  ev-^n  ! i.-  r*  nv.'.stiicair ? 

V/]io  or  \vh:u  'was  inv'esiigated  in  regard  to  the  airiire  : ria*.*  tocl  not  iiiter”’r*A 

Cipiaj.n  Killian,  nor  did  laey  questi'Ti  Co-Pilot  Dee.  *r.e  su- -va.' Ur-ss'^s,  '.ne  puss  eng  err;  or 
ti.e  :i;ro;.p  1 o 'servers.  .Vs  tar  as  i.s  knovvr.  nc-ne  o*  ■.r-se  p aipie  :t  -iny  tiir-^  ’Or.:;rted 


tne  ;»;r»'/..p  l o 'servers.  As  tar  as  i.s 
b . ATIC. 


< f ‘ i':  J' 


Di  • s fhe  .ilie;.  Pior4  made  bv  the  Air  Force  swiV'esmar.  iboui  r 

" *■  A ' 

"*  ::i'S!s  vho  -re  ”niakia':c  a good  ’'rir.'^  of  it*’  ana  .v  n . 'sis'  *iv. 
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is  I fact,  iiiciude  reputable  individuals  like  Professor  Hermann  Obe M'tli,  world  bunous 
rocket  and  soace  travel  author i tv,  who  fiatlv  states;  'T  believe  tin*  flvb'iic  saucers  r.umo 
from  other  worlds.  ” 

ii^ 

Does  it  include  Dr,  Clyde  W.  Tonibaui^h,  astronomer,  discoverer  of  the  planot  Pluto, 
and  chief  of  the  Armed  Services'  search  for  natural  satellites,  who  savs,  ' These  thhit^s, 

* r k 

which  do  appear  to  be  directed,  are  unlike  any  other  phenomena  I over  observed.  . . other 
star.s  in  our  galaxy  may  have  hundreds  of  thousands  of  inhabitable  worlds.  Races  on  thesf" 
worlds  may  have  been  able  to  utilize  the  tremendous  amounts  of  power  required  to  bridge 
the  space  between  the  stars.  " 

Or  Dr.  J.  C.  Bartlett,  Jr.  , noted  Baltimore  astronomer  who  has  sighted  both  disc- 
shaped and  rocket-shaped  UFOs  and  has  said,  "It  is  not  imjX).s,sibIe  that  they  come  from 
another  planet.  ” 

Or  William  Lear,  winner  of  the  Collier  Aviation  Trophy,  president  of  Lear.  tnc.  (air 
craft  and  electronics  equipment)  who  has  said;  "I  believe  the  fiying  saucers  come  from  out- 
er space,  piloted  by  beings  of  superior  intelligence.  " 

Also  note  how  carefully  the  writer  of  the  Herald  Tribune  article  avoided  expressing  the 
opinions  of  anyone  within  the  military.  There  are  scores  of  former  military  men  who  hav-i, 
since  1947  issued  public  statements  that  UFOs  are  real: 

VOJCE  OF  THE  MILITARY 

Rear  Admiral  D,  S.  Fahrney,  Ret.  , former  Navy  missile  chief.  "Reliable  reports 
indicate  there  are  objects  coming  into  our  atmosphere  at  very  high  speeds.  The  way  they 
change  positions  would  indicate  that  their  motion  is  directed. " 

Senator  Barry  Goldwater^  a jet  flying  Air  Force  Reserve  Colonel,  "Flying  saucers  -- 
UFOs  --  or  whatever  you  call  them,  are  real." 

Albert  M.  Chop,  former  Air  Force  official  who  handled  UFO  information.  "One  thing 
is  absolutely  certain.  We  are  being  watched  from  outer  space.  " 

Lt.  Col.  Lee  B.  James.  Army  missile  e.xpert  .if  Hu.atsville,  Alabama,  "The  tights  .seei 
b}'  airlines  were  quite  possibly  from  outer  space.  I k:  <>vv  they*»’c  vomrng  from  Russia 
We  in  this  civilization  are  not  that  advanced  yet.  " 

Lt.  General  P.  A.  Del  Valle.  U,  3.  M.  C.,  Ret.  . "Tiiere  obviously  is  something  to  the 
'flying  saucers'  which  has  been  withheld  from  American  ciHzens  There  should  be  a ser- 
ious investigation  of  authentic  reports,  and  all  factual  ('Vi  it-:;ce  crul  p<  ssibie  conclusions 
'.hould  be  given  to  the  public.  " 

General  George  C.  Kenney,  former  chief  of  the  Strategic  Air  Ctunmand.  "We’re 
completely  mystified.  We  have  nothing  :'emotely  like  the  machines  ■'^scribed  t wish  Wc* 

d M . 

Commander  R.  W.  Percy.  U.S.N.  H.  , Ret.  , electronics  for  the  Feaerai 

Communications  Commission.  "I  personally  believe  UFOs  are  spjc»‘  ships  from  other, 
'idv.anced  planets.  " 

Neevlless  to  say,  the  Tribune  article  author  is  quite  .aware  ■’  Fie  prestige  in  the  name. 

Carl  Jung,  and  has  used  it  to  a convincing  advantage.  However,  m vomoleie  fairness  to  he 
UFOs,  it  should  also  be  stated  that  from  this  same  man  ca.me  the  v nrd.s,  "I  do  no^  possess 
sufficient  evidence  (ref.  UFO.s)  which  w’ould  enaiile  me  to  draw  rlPiirn  e v’onclusior.s.  " 

The  Herald  Tribune  article  ^houirt  ha  .*=»  liso  printed  Dr.  Junga'  other  .-'tatem.ents,  such 
as  "f  Jo  not  r>o.sse"s  sufficienc  evidcr.<*  ■ ..o..ah  would  enable  rue  b-  :r,iw  defi.nite  rone  lesions. 

4. 

The  evidence  available,  howrver,  is  ('-U'  oaring  enough  to  aroj.^e  ;•  ' , ;r. Inuous  and  fervent 
i.itcrest.  U it  i.s  true  the  Air  i'orco  withold.s  f.acts,  then  one  can  » aly  nay  this  is  the  most 
•’♦upld  putiev  one  could  invent.  . . h*he  public  ought  to  be  told  ilio  ’ . udi.  ' 
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D..n:iU  Keyhoc.  Di.-,-<  tor  of  NICAP.  cloclaretl  that  tho  Air  Force  spr.!  fsmanV.  ola'-  , 
appcarii^!:  i'‘  ilif  New  '''■'rk  HcraM  fribime  was  plainly  nieatit  to  serve  t!u(  w purpo-o.v- 

1.  To  t»nso*  tr.o  a it- line  crew's  reports.  ' ' 

2.  lo  vvnrri  all  au'lijie  pilots  that  they  too  would  be  officiallv  ridiculed  if  they  public Iv 

reported  LfFO  si^htnifjs.  * 

3.  To  reduce  the  Krowinu  support  of  Capitol  Hill  for  o|ien  UFO  hoaririjis. 


In  an  interview  with  the  Newark  Star- 
fifty  commercial  airline  pilots  blasted  Air 
UFOs.  Here  in  full  is  the  article: 


Ledger  (December  22,  1958)  a group  of  more  t!ian 
Force  procedures  and  conclusions  corscei*ning 


■ ' 


^ vni,l  !,f>  was  cprtainf  1;,  rrVrrin':  tn  1hr>  i m 

A r,„u\  n'  JnZ  Min  An V * '^”**’"  rrpc.rl..r;,..Jo-  hy  r.vH  .Artnm.ttir. 
toil  co'-imr-tnl  liriir'c  'i  it  i * ' idth^r. than  on-  AiUiuTity  tMd.ir  si.Miunwi 

«.r'i  maior  v„ '' "'•“-ran-.  1.1  • 

I'l*'  (IT  rhi'i'.  jM  • ‘ .1”’^  H-,smr.  ;||.  t’l*'  Air  l-’<uvr 

T'lo  Aic  V'oM-'  Ijoiifv  of  i!-o',t  f*.v  lo  ;i,in)}  iTd.ir  is  d.r 

h:  ft  .,n,l  t'iTTw  ‘C  ,k 

. i I ^ I . , I fMrfif  (n^Mf  h**  .■**,  ri  h*‘f*f*  im nr 

!m-r‘  >'•  c, 

'r%  ' 1 ‘ * I ernpiovers  hail  dirwted  r-i  „ , 

Om.  tcrrn^.t  tno  Fnirr  .it  Air  Vo, n.  i;isi.fnon  , ,i  ! :.  / '' 

P"It.-y  *<1  in  I-.  ;,",  in- ;n  «:;,y  ij.Ui.tr-  for  r.-»ii.  v‘  ' " • ' 

»n”u.*  .Td  tre  *ai::  Hrot*.M,  ^ ^ . r r •»«'  ^ i<  ;i  i.i.i;.,  - f.ui'.-  ..t  i ■ 

.ho,r 

i:.Kh  .>f  t^e  pilofs  ,h:,T‘r„‘.v ro..L'UV' 

‘'J.iuv'!  ,'^t  LFO  Ih''  fi  t . i u 

rnxr  K.fTKJ,  il  ij  V hf'M  fn<*  t 

.■■i«|....ty  s.,oral.  b.,n  I.  hftM. 

Aij  iur.t*  bw.>n  1 r,  terror  a r-'i  ... 

hy  til,.  Air  ard  tnn>^r . 7 iHr  r.iu,,  u... 

It  Air  Korc<?  merhod5  airi  >■'  

. </nrri:s:nn5,  ‘ ^ 1 r 


snrjf't-y  I, Hs  miHk**  t 

n ir  Sirrr,:ti  nf  ':i  ; * .{%  tn 

’ i H 5:** 

If  * \\  fii'str:+*v;; 

> if}  hi»  1 iKf»n  lTlh’:V,  ^is 

1 • * Air  ; oltf'V 

' T th*  Ti  \\‘iV  *'*f* 

•iu*V  f *'ift  fs  ,*Nii 
* .pM  V *,ifi  * ni!  'i*:  lit 
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.viA  t.  cA,.*  a'*pi%£i  ,10.  r y ‘he  cliove  arti.-le  Mr  Lc'.^m’  lias  rmV.r'ned  'his  Com  in".  - 
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THE  !NSViTA3LE  SILENCING 

As  o?  ihis  v/rilin^'.  Captain  Killian  is  no  longer  discussing  his  si^.hting  of  tlio  three  u!i- 
known  objects.  After  his  initial  comments  in  newspa[)ers,  exposing  the  obvious  flaw.s  in  the 
Air  Force's  explanations,  the  muzzle  was  quickly  applied.  American  Airlines, througli  Ait- 
Force  insistence,  was  forced  to  silence  Killian,  their  attilude  being  that  good  relations  witSi 
officialdom  must  be  maintained  at  all  costs.  Consequently,  he  was  requested  not  to  publi- 
cize "so  controversial  a subject".  (It  would  certainly  seem  that  the  Air  Force  Public  Infor- 
mation subordinates  at  the  Pentagon  in  Washington,  D.C, , have  contributed  their  share  to 
the  "controversy"  by  persistently  manipulating  UFO  facts  in  a manner  that  could  breed 
nothing  else  but  confusion.) 

When  Killian,  in  a private  telephone  conversation,  was  asked  to  comment  on  this,  he 
said,  "Let's  put  it  this  way;  my  company  doesn't  want  me  to  talk  about  it  any  more.  " And 
later  he  added,  '’I  feel  very  deeply  concerned  with  this  loss  of  my  own  personal  freedom.  " 

To  illustrate  how  the  .subject  reached  controversial  proportions,  the  following  is 
presented; 


July  5,  1947 

Air  Corps  Spokesman  at  the  Pentagon:  ’’Xo  investigation  is  needed.  The  saucers  are 
only  hallucinations.  " 

July  7,  1947 

Air  Corps  Public  Relations  Officer  at  the  Pentagon:  "We  can't  ignore  this.  Too  many 
reliable  pilots  are  telling  the  same  story  - flat,  round  objects,  able  to  out-rriiineawr 
ordinary  planes  and  faster  than  anything  we  have.  Ton  many  stories  tally.  We  have  a 
jet  at  Mur oc  and  fighters  at  Portland  standing  by.  '* 

July  7.  1J47 

An  Air  Force  Spokesman  at  the  Pentagon:  "The  flying  saucers  may  be  one  of  three 
tilings  - solar  reflections  small  meteors  or  icing  conditions.  " 

July  V 1047 

^ _ 

Pentagon  statement  to  all  press  services:  "Army  Air  Intelligence  officers  since  July  2 
have  been  investigating  reports  of  unidentified  objects  flying  at  v ry  high  speeds  in 
various  sections  of  rhe  country.  No  such  phenomena  can  be  explained  by  any  experi- 
ments being  conducted  by  the  Army  or  Air  Force  , and  the  state nr-ats  of  witnesses  are 
being  correlated  in  an  effort  to  identify  the  reported  objects.  " 

SnntfMr.ber  23.  U)47 

c. 

O^ificiai  analysis  report  from  ATIC  to  General  Hovi  Vnndenberg.  C->mmar.diivg  Geri-rnl. 
Army  Air  Corps:  "The  reported  phenomena  are  real.  " 

July  24.  1 J 4 B 

Gene r alTc e or ge  C.  Kenney,  then  chief  of  the  Strategic  Air  Comm. and.  after  the  se- 
en lien  "space  ship"  sighting  by  the  pilots  and  a passenger  of  an  Eastern  Air  Line  jna.*ie: 
"V/e’re  compleiely  my. stifled.  We  hav’e  nothing  remoiely  like  ihe  machine  deHcribed. 

I wish  we  did.  " 

Auaust  Idute  withheld) 

Top  seerfH  es*:imate  of  the  situati  in  b;.  ATIC  later  ti  *clas.3lf’U*d  bu^  never  roltasecl. 
^•arLrij-  ‘:ur  the  fl.ving  s:iu  :ors  L^rc  ntCi-planetary  L>j.ace  ships. 

.Ici.  uary  B. 

Air  Chirps  sbuement  to  pres.s  alter  deain  ot  Captain  Tliomas  M.i.iiell,  Jr.,  V^orl.i  W a r 

II  "Ciipiain  MatUell  was  killed  while  in  pur.-VJtt  of  a tlyiag  saucer.  " 
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seric  n iirlin*ss  pilat  ■5473  ha  v;*3  yftstarcajr  a/ 

^IXo^iah  b«Il3  fr^  >*  eastern  P^nna  to  foECk  Lr*ke  Eria, 


L ii,-i:;  stawari  isaea,  p»^?  srwl  athor  pilatj  saw  ' e::?i  tav 


rv  3iya  the  ^-Ir  r'^rce?'^?? 


► 


I 

i 
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December  27.  il*49 


Air  Force  Press  i?e lease:  ’’The  Air  Force  has  discoptt'nued  its  special  project  of  iu- 
vcsM:,^aU:n;  and  eval'aatiiUi  reported  Hying  saucers.  The  rei)orts  are  llie  result  of  mis- 
irUerprcLatioti  c»f  various  conventional  objects,  a mild  form  of  mass  hysteria,  and 
hoaxe.s.  *nnd  continuance  ot  the  project  is  unwarranted.  " 

December  29,  1949 

~ ^Declassified  Air  Force  secret  summaries  of  Intelligence  inve.stigations  of  UFOs: 

’Tt  will  never  be  possible  to  say  with  certainty  that  any  individual  did  not  see  a space 
ship,  an  enemy  missile,  or  some  other  object.  ’*  Discussing  the  motives  of  possible 
visitors  from  space,  the  Intelligence  report  also  stated;  ’’Such  a civilization  might 
observe  that  on  earth  we  now  have  atomic  bombs  and  are  fast  developing  rockets.  In 
view  of  the  past  history  of  mankind,  they  should  be  alarmed.  We  should  therefore  e.x- 
pect  at  this  time  above  all  to  behold  such  visitations.  ” 

February  22,  1950 

Air  Force  Headquarters  statement  after  a Navy  visual  and  radar  tracking  report  of  iwo 
UFOs  at  Key  West  Naval  Air  Station:  ’There  is  absohitely  no  evidence  that  flying 
saucers  e.xist.  ” 

March  22,  1950 

Air  Force  statement  after  the  published  flying  saucer  report  by  Commander  (now  Cap- 
tain) K.  B.  McLaughlin,  U, S.N, , then  officer  in  charge  of  Navy  guided  missile  tests 
at  White  Sands  Proving  Grounds.  This  report,  cleared  by  Security  and  Review  at  the 
Pentagon,  described  several  UFO  sightings  at  White  Sands,  including  the  report  of  an 
elliptical  object  over  100  feet  long  tracked  at  18,000  miles  per  hour  at  an  altitude  ot 
56  miles.  Air  Force  comment  when  queried  about  this  Navy  report:  We  have  no  evi- 
dence that  the  flying  saucers  are  other  than  hallucinations,  hoaxes,  and  errors  in  ident 
if  ication. 

January  and  February.  1951 

* 

Air  Force  .statements:  ’'We  hav'e  no  evidence  that  such  ubject.s  e:<i3t.:  Tn  general,  such 
re];orts  arc  hallucinations,  mistakes.  1 maxes  or  natural  phenomena.  " 

June  24.  1951 

Air  Force  statement  given  to  Look  magazine  by  an  ATIC  colonel:  ‘These  reports 

come  from  sincere  people:  they  are  not  crackpots.  They  are  seeing  something: 


have  to  find  out  what.  “ 


Ffiim  this  date  on  the  Air  Force  has  consistently  clouded  pertinent  uFO  information 
t:>  such  an  -extent  that  Legislative  bodies  as  well  as  the  public  in  genera!  are  still  t oniusHd. 

It  \.i  easily  seen  how  the  Air  Force  has  obscured  t.he  r^-al  UFO  issue  J-*  throwing 
he,  and  ihen  ‘Oid  water  on  the  subject.  Is  It  any  wonder  iht*  jH'blir  :s  :.ow  umd  wUh  a 
'■  • grv't  .subject”? 

It  is  -Oder  a case  » deliberately  confusing  the  public  or  that  tne  Ivft  iiand  does  no*  no'- 
w '.iti  ncf'  right  liand  is  doing  The  Air  Force  found  itself  s*ruggiing  wuh  tne  problem  of  ^’ha 
'»•  tell  iht*  !>u  die  after  fh.*  tremendous  surge  in  sightings  by  highly  trained  observers.  T"  ''ul 
► i'. I'.er  :*e 'cjI  its  evideCK'e  that  the  UFO's  were  real,  and  nrnbabl/  interolanetar'<*  .*  -ui 

b .sh  (.'ff  t’  e .'eport.^  13  b^ing  vvorthless.  The  latter  poliev  was  chosen  nnct  tr  3 in 

Why? 


* 
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■s  Lh.‘  .Alt'  Force  has  been  atfacked  and  ch.ir::ed  rc.uc*  tinir's  .viHi 
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c ^n.sorship".  and  i .'■'‘-i .-gvnee”  tn  de.iling  v.dfh 


4 » * 


t.‘;  niuuii-i  i , ume  lo  a.  focus? 


a,  . 
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Has  American  Airlines  been  intimidated  also?  Have  thev  been  forced  to  be  an  acconi 

4/ 

plice  to  this  canny  censorship?  Apparently  so,  for  they  have  lowered  the  boom  on  Killian. 
Is  thi.s  considered  an  infrinijement  on  his  ’’personal  frt*edom"’/  Is  this  possible  in  a dean 
In  April,  Representative  S.  N.  Kriedei  (Dem . Md.)  after  a confei'ence  in  Washin'^on 
with  NICAP  Director  Major  Donald  Keyhoe  USMC  Ret,  , and  Advisor  Lou  Corbin,  promised 
a thorough  investigation  , He  would  request  an  Air  Force  explanation  of  Captain  Killian’s 
treatment.  Doesn’t  it  seem  strange,  after  the  world  wide  publicity  this  incident  received, 
that  it  should  terminate  by  Air  Force  pressure? 

Why  after  12  years,  hasn’t  the  Airlines  Pilots  Association  stepped  forward  demanding 
a ''cease  and  desist”  of  the  ridicule  campaign?  Every  pilot  that  ever  reported  observing 
a UFO  received  the  usual  standard  procedure  of  insults.  If  an  end  is  desired,  the  members 
of  the  Association  can  rest  assured,  of  support  from  the  thousands  of  people  in  the  UtO  field 
Contact  should  be  made  with  the  National  Investigations  Committee  on  Aerial  Phenomena,. 
J536  Conneticut  Ave. , Washington,  D.  C.  They  are  in  co-operation  with  hundreds  of  other 
UFO  organizations  in  the  country,  willing  to  co-operate  with  the  pilots  . It  is  strongly 
urged  that  the  Association  and  members  give  this  their  unequivical  consideration. 


Doesn't  it  seem  logical,  that  after  12  years  of  this  reported  phenomena,  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  should  have  acted  in  behalf  of  the  people  they  represent?  Without  a 
shadow  of  a doubt,  every  Congressman  sent  to  Washington  has  received  some  type  of  in  - 
quiry  about  UFO’s.  They  have  been  petitioned  again  and  again  by  sincere  citizens  to 
have  UFO  data  held  by  the  Air  Force,  released. 

Some  Congressman  have  tried  to  get  the  Air  Force  to  yield  all  UFO  data.  Th.ese  men, 
who  represent  the  American  people,  receive  in  reply  to  their  eiforts,  a well  worded  "form 
letter”  which  always  amounts  to  the  same  polite  brush  - off.  This  ’’fact  .sheet”  is  like  a broki 
record  . It  has  been  issued  every  si.x  months  to  the  news  media  with  the  same  w«atered  .low 
versions  of  UFO  information. 

Many  of  our  congressman  have  apathetically  accepted  this  well  worded  and  concise  forn 
letter.  Still  others,  like  Senator  3arry  Goldwater  of  Arizona  (Rep  ),  are  heioing  to  bring 
the  UFO  ’’controversy”  to  a head  in  the  form  of  a public  hearing. 

I.sn’t  it  true  that  informed  peiiple  are  free  people?  1.5  u me  that  the  public  is  :.ut  ’.'eing 
fully  informed  about  UFO's?  3o,  are  we  a free  people?  What  secrets  are  being  held  oy  a 
lew?  Who  is  basically  responsible  for  the  witholding  of  this  information  from  the  public? 
The  Air  Force?  Or  could  there  be  some  other  agency  shepherding  the  Air  Force'' 


While  tilt-  silence  order  was  imposed  on  Captain  Killian  howevei*  the  same  did  not  ipol' 
Mrs.  KfUian.  She  remarked,  "Although  the  Captain  isnR  talking,  i can  talk."  Mrs. 
Killian  was  asked  if  .American  Airlines  had  been  approached  by  tho  Air  Force  and  she  re- 
jjUcd.  "The  company  was  approached,  requesti.ng  the  silence,  and  of  course  they  i.id  to 

The  companv  at  no  time  before  this  requested  .he  Captain  n<rit  to  talk  abeut  this 
sighUiig.  And  in  fact  one  companv  had  newsmen  and  photographers  at  LaGuardia  Airport 
I > ill  .et  the  Captain  whe.a  he  landed  D ick  in  V.-  v Yorl;  frnim  his  ^rip  after  the  sighiinu.  " 

VvH  Killian  was  tlien  a,skt*ci  if  C.inuii  . Killian  would  i t,*  viUlng  b qo  before  the  :ace 
C-s.rKmiu hearings  in  Vv'ash.iiigton  i -lat*-  his  sioiya  .Mrs.  Klliuin  r ■‘piied,  ' Or;ln.ifr‘’m. 

In  lacj . :•  sr»nator  asked  tne  Cant  am  a Uv  could  come  fo  \\  ishington  arid  tell  his  storv.  'f  he 

s.iic:  'Yea.  1 wnu  1.1  ~ri,  but  ,o’i  w-j.ild  huve  to  un'.  ThfOi  I i-oiild 
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The  following  lettei*  with 
U . S . A , F . Execui  i ve  Ot  t ic  e r . 
of  Washington,  D.  C.  ; 


its  enclosure  was  received  ir 
Rib  lie  Inforination  Division. 


oni  Major  L.awrcnce  J.  raeU-! 
Off  ire  '.T  Information  Sorvic**s 


DEPAPTMEi'iT  OF  THE  AIR  FORCE 

WASHINGTON 


OFFICE  OF  THE  aeCRKTARY 


Jure  ly59 


l>-*ar  Mis 


}C 


T.iij  is  fcu  ack.now  ledge  your  le-ter 
the  AiT.sri'CP.r.  Airlines  sighting  of  F2bi'-j:tr:r 
newspaper  articles  concerning  this  signtiiv'- 


Ouf.-i  Ljj)  conceming 
1951  ‘1  r*  i va r i ous 


T!iC*  liev  Ycrk  Her?ild  Tribune  article  ':f  i Marcr;  '.'jyJ  ooi: kerning 
this  sighting  was  factual  and  this  jffiee  couji.'crrO  it  -tcc'.rate 
and  ot,}ecti  -‘e.  Your  ir.terr-rrratisn  u'  ’hi-  ir*  lcIo  :*v^lving  ad- 
verse insinuations  le/«*lt‘d  against  anycce  sign*  in.:  an  nr  i .i :-nti fieri 
flying  object  seen  unfounded  rxs  statis**lcs  n:id  i isic  •*  servations 
Dnde  ir:  th?  article  ca.te  fro:n  s 


i (I  * ^ ' t ' i T . r»  * * ft, 


leases  or.  tl.ls  subject.  Cj’Ics  of  ti.e  I-’tst  • 
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enclosed  f r y^ur  backtvr jvu.d , 

on  the  irrt  C*  the  r-u-jorter  n.*:..  . 

«•  * ^ 

w'iduals  vill  I'.ave  to  be  obtaIr.:  i fr  ".  t . 


>n  C n •rorri'  ' v’ ''c:.uii t^*an 
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Ur.e  Air  r crce  •:;e  l 
Do  trice  jffiC'?  of  /C'.eric.a.'i  ,xlr  L-ues 
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TACKER  LETTER  (CON'T.) 


.T.ir-e  VJJ} 


. nfflcial  er.plHrnitioijm-  e^^^ 

ior  Uus  it  is  the  fact  thai:  Capt.  HilBk  ftcluallv 

viewed  a GtrfiLe^ic  Air  Force  aerial  refolding  operation. 

I iruijt  t*.is  its  the  iriforinatioa  you  desire* 

Sincerely, 


Akron  7,  Ohio 


J.  1*\QSR 
Mi\Jor,  boAF  . 

Executive  Officer 

P^;hlic  Information  Division 

Office  of  Infoneation  Servi 


COPY  OF  ENCLOSURE  - 

"Departing  Newark  19lu  arriving  Detroit  2252, 

,.f  2045  I noticed  these  three  iifihts  otf  mv  ie't  wing  in  tne  vicinity 

of  Brai^ord  Pennsylvania.  I was  flying  8,  500  VFR  on  top  of  broken  cloods.  Visibiiitv  ' 

distance  of  ufe'liih^'’  clouds  observed.  It  was  fxtre.mely  .iifficult  to  ascertain  the 

of  Ui"e*  t^el  briUiant.  Sometimes  the  ‘intlrvn 

ia^  lights  *"  con.steHation  Orion.  Occasionaliv  the 

ie  lights  Vi  'r‘i  ® AI^o  occL tonally 

th-ee  wre'riT^  alternating  from  one  to  another,  sometimes  the  whoie^ 

•ha^teTin  inS^v®  -h  ® operation,  as  I mentioned  before,  the  lights 

"h members’ and 
passengers  on  board  and  also  oy  two  other  airnia4aes  in  the  area 

"The  only  possible  explanation  other  than  flving  saucers  could  be  a jet  ta-ke-  -e-  ,-1- 

1 -n  no^otare  oi  tie 

iignting  of  cae  jet  tanker. 

ih..  complete  llight  was  250  knots  indicated.  I also  do  out  k.now 

ih  • ^ anxers  du.ing  operation  if  this  could  be  so.  1 contact.^  ATC  to  tind  i:ut  if 

iney  nad  any  airplanes  on  a rlearance  and  no  three  airplanes  were  given, 

Ln  summary,  it  was  diiiicuU  for  me  to  believe  they  were  jets  because  or  'ow  >r-eed 
"^1  li  they  weren't  jets  I still  don't  know  anymore  tbnn  I did  belor  ■ e .vn 

though  I watched  them  for  40  minutes  before.  Due  to  the  dark  ai'.d  errng  lights  I was  :u>t 
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able  to  ascertain  any  size  or  shape.  The  altitude  of  th.c  uV)jec.ts  was  i>0  de  crees  above  my 
horizon.  Distance  away  is  unknown. 

■•ir 

"During  the  in\’estigation  the  Air  Force  determined  that  thert  vero  three  B-47's  in 
the  area  of  Capt.  Killian’s  flierht  path  during  the  hour  ot  the  sitclit ii;^.  These  B-47's  were 
on  a night  refueling  mission. 

”A  check  was  made  with  Uie  aircraft  support  sy.srems  project  officOj  Wrigiit-Patter.son 
AFB,  to  determine  the  characteristics  of  a night  refueling  operation.  Tiie  tanker  iuus 
several  groups  of  lights  which  at  a distance  would  appear  to  be  one  or  more  lights.  The 
time  duration  of  a refueling  operation  varies,  can  last  well  over  an  hour,  depending  upon 
the  type  of  operation.  Refueling  would  take  place  at  appro.'iimately  17,000  feet  and  approxi- 
mately 230  Imots  true. 

’’All  evidence  indicates  that  Captain  Killian  probably  saw  a B-47  refueling  operation.  ” 


This  letter  purports  to  contain  a complete  and  e.xact  statement  from  Captain  Killian. 
Unfortunately,  there  is  no  indication  of  when  or  where  these  alleged  statements  were  made. 
There  are  no  quotation  marks:  nor  is  the  statement  signed. 

Paragraphs  three  and  four  would  definitely  lead  one  to  believe  that  Captain  Killian  was 
not  familiar  with  a jet  refueling  operation.  Compare  this  with  Captain  Killian's  statements 
made  to  the  Long  Island  Daily  Press  on  March  24,  1959.  (See  Page  10)  Obviously,  the  two 
are  in  direct  contradiction. 

Paragraph  five  of  the  above  report  states  that  Killian,  while  viewing  the  objects  was 
not  able  to  discern  any  positive  size  or  shape.  However,  Civilian  Saucer  Intelligence  of 
New  York  City,  in  an  interview  with  Captain  Killian,  quotes  him  a.s  saying,  "They  appeared 
to  be  like  the  apparent  size  of  the  moon.  " 

The  Air  Force,  in  Paragraph  six,  indicates  a night  reiueling  operation  was  in  progress 
in  the  area  of  the  Killian  flight.  Again,  refer  to  (Page  5)  of  this  report  where  it  will  be  note* 
tliat  ATC  (the  supreme  regulatory  body  for  air  traffic,  both  civilian  and  military)  had  no 
knowledge  of  any  flight  of  three  planes  in  the  area  of  Kil!ian‘s  airplane. 

The  complete  text  of  this  Air  Force  report  bears  the  vtill -known  earmarks  of  .\ir  Fore 
distortion.  Note  that  the  Air  Force  office  issuing  the  .'ept»rt  (pre.sumably  Washington,  D.  C. 
made  a "check"  with  Wright  Patterson  Air  Force  Base  in  Dayton  berore  issuing  their  state- 
ment. Was  the  check  made  to  determine  the  true  characteristics  of  a jet  refueling  opera- 
tion, or  was  it  simply  made  to  add  authoritative  embellishments  to  an  otherwi‘?e  unstable 
e.xplanaiion? 
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UNANSWERED  'WHY’S’ 


WHY  has  I he  Air  Force  concealed  an  official  intelligence  report,  diited  fJoptember  2li, 
1047,  stating  that  flying  saucers  are  real?  This  report  was  signed  by  the  Chief  of  the  Air 
Technical  Intelligence  Center,  approved  by  all  members  ot  ATiC,  and  submitted  via  Direct 
or  of  Air  Force  Intelligence  to  the  Commanding  General,  Army  Air  Force. 

WHY  has  the  Air  Force  kept  from  the  press  the  official  ATIC  "estimate  of  the  situation' 
drawn  up  in  the  summer  of  1943,  which  stated  that  flying  saucers  were  interplanetary  ipace 
ships? 

WHY,  in  the  face  of  the  above  two  documents,  did  the  Air  Force,  in  December  1949. 
tell  the  press  that  flying  saucers  were  hoaxes,  mirages,  hallucinations  and  mistakes  by 
pilots? 

WHY  did  the  Air  Force  deliberately  reject  the  serious  reports  and  opinions  of  hundreds 
of  veteran  Service  and  airline  pilots,  airport  tower  controllers,  radar  experts  and  other 
trained  observers  who  insisted  the  saucers  were  unknown  machines  under  intelligent  con- 
trol ? 


WHY  has  the  Air  Force  concealed  the  1952  Air  Force  Intelligence  analysis  of  the  flying 
saucers’ ’'controlled  motion”  and  its  specific  conclusion  that  UFO.s  were  interplanetary 
space  ships? 

WHY  has  the  Air  Force  kept  secret  the  recommendations  of  a panel  of  top  scientists 
and  aviation  leaders,  arrived  at  in  January,  1^53,  that  the  UFO  investigation  be  greatly 
enlarged  and  that  the  American  people  be  given  all  information  on  saucers  in  Air  Force 
possession,  including  the  official  conclusions? 

WHY  has  the  Air  Force  hidden  UFO  reports  from  the  public  since  1953  --  even  those 
it  had  previously  released? 

WHY  are  Service  pilots,  radar  men  and  other  trained  observers  officially  .silenced? 
Official  orders  are  JANAP  l4o  (Joint-Army-Navy-Air  Publication).  AFR  200-2  (Air  Force 
Regulation  200-2),  the  current  regulation  prohibiting  the  release  of  UFO  data  to  news  media 
ar.cl  the  public.  Official  instructions  to  personnel  of  the  Civil  .Aeronautics  Administration 
are  ba.sed  on  JANAP  146. 

WKY,  if  the  flying  saucers  are  imaginary,  do  armed  Air  Defense  Command  jets  upon 
the  standing  order  of  ADC  continue  to  chase  UFOs? 

WHY  does  the  Air  Force  continue  to  spend  the  taxoavers'  money  in  a global  inve?tiga- 

4.  * ^ V I ^ 

ti';n  of  flying  saucers  that  involves  hundreds  of  Intelligence  rvfficers.  the  460-2r.d  Air  In- 
telligence Service  Squadron,  and  many  top-ranking  scientists  and  consultants  under  secret 
Air  Force  contract? 

WHY  did  past  Secretary  of  the  Air  Force,  Donald  A.  Ouarles  and  certain  Air  Force 
Officers  state  In  the  Project  Slue  Book,  .Special  Report  14  (Project  Blue  Book  is  the  .Air 
Force  investigating  bodv  for  the  acquisition  and  analyses  of  UFO  data  ^rhat  no  pattern  to 
UFOs  had  bet!*n  found,  that  there  had  been  no  indication  of  ir'teUlgent  maneuvers,  and  that 
tiiere  wis  not  t.'nough  data  build  a working  model  of  a UrO  w’hen,  in  December  1949.  ATIC 
Project  Grudge  (the  USAC  center  for  UFO  research  which  preceded  Project  Blue  3oo*c  and 
succeeded  Project  Sign^  stated  that  the  majority  of  reports  !iad  described  UFOs  as  ’'.ftung 
cii.se- shaped  objects  about  one -tenth  as  thick  as  its  diameter'’  Why  did  this  Special  Report 
dated  OnF  iber  25,  1055,  list  several  of  its  weakest  sighting  reports  is  l:>eir.g  t.he  cream 


14. 

‘■i  crop  v.hen  actually  the  Intelligence  files  contained  hundreds  of  r 


blv  xirnes.seci  re 


Miua 


Diher  i rained  i/oserver 


t.y  experienced  pilots,  guided  missiles  trackers.  ;hh. 

WHY  has  no  official  appraisal  ev'er  been  made  of  Genera!  Douglas  MacArr.hur’’  siate- 
nia.  t , publislu'd  in  the  York  'rimes,  Octeber  8.  1D55.  that  tlu^  aorta  nations 


* I * ’ -J 
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to  unite  against  attack  by  people  fi-om  other  planets? 

(The  existence  oi  official  documents  mentioned  above  has  been  coiU'irnned  publicU*  by 
Edward  Rappeit,  former  head  of  the  Air  Force  Project  Blue  iri  liis  book.  "The  Kep'u't 

on  Unidentified  Flying  Objects”.) 

The  aforementioned  questions  should  not  remain  unanswered  by  the  elected  represent  - 
atives  who  are  obligated  to  175  million  Americans.  These  men  are  the  voice  of  the  people 
They,  and  no  other  government  body,  are  in  a position  to  eliminate  the  secrecy  clouding 
the  UFO  issue. 

You  may  ask  yourself,  when  will  all  the  UFO  information  be  released  to  the  public? 
This  is  a difficult  question  to  answer.  A solution  as  to  how  the  release  can  be  achieved 
may  be  much  simpler.  It  is  a fact  the  Air  Force  is  sitting  on  classified  UFO  records. 

All  UFO  organizations  should  unite.  This  nationwide  UFO  unit  would  then  urge  a Congress 
ional  Investigation  of  the  UFO  situation  . Only  through  open  hearings  in  Congress  can 
the  public  be  fully  apprised  of  developments  in  this 'UFO  controversy"  the  greatest  enigma 
of  modern  times. 


In  summing  up  the  airline  case  we  must  conclude  that  this  particular  witnessing  of 
strange  objects  would  under  most  circumstances  be  substantial  evidence  in  a court  of  law. 
Normally,  if  it  were  an  occurrence  in  everyday  life,  no  one  would  question  such  evidence. 
But  this  is  not  a common,  everyday  event,  nor  is  there  evidence  that  may  be  presented  in 
court  of  law.  Rather,  this  has  to  do  with  a subject  shaped  by  the  "authorities”  into  some- 
thing controversial,  a subject  which  they,  themselve.-?.  have  labored  to  stifle  ridicule,  ant 
preempt.  Regardless  of  the  overwhelming  evidence,  they,  in  their  weighted  official  capa- 
city, and  with  the  cooperation  of  the  "free  press”,  explain  away  all  sif;htlngs  as  being 
Weather  balloons,  birds,  search  lights,  mirages,  hallucinations,  temperature  inversions, 
etc.  , etc.  . authenticated  by  false  affidavits,  fake  photography,  misinterpreted  radar 
ings,  etc.  . etc. 

If  the  evidence  as  prt?sented  in  this,  and  similar  UFO  repo-ns.  can.nut  be  accepted, 
then  of  course  there  is  need  to  doubt  and  consequently  dismiss  the  validity  of  human  evi- 
dence in  all  phases  of  human  e.xperience.  If  we  do  this  then  we  mu;h-  as  well  abolish 
witnesses,  judges  and  juries.  All  scientific  endeavor,  . o search  and  progress,  in  t!ie  ulti- 
mate analysis  depend  upon  human  faculties.  .Should  .ve  i hore!«>re  not  dish  human  t^vidence 
in  these  fields?  If  the  a.nswer  is  no.  then  there  is  no  reason  b>  disrc;.,a;’d  human  evidence 
in  the  field  of  Unidentified  Flying  objects  and  the  double  standard  n^w  utilized  shnuicf 

be  quickly  destroyed. 

Tlie  peoDle  of  this,  and  every  country,  deserve  to  know  lU  .hr-  ■ .cts.  If  ar.  avijusiment 

* * ^ n V 

has  to  be  made,  it  will  be  done,  as  it  has  been  so  many  times  ir  fl  * aist.  Had  this  i:ot 
been  30,  ar  e.xistence  on  earth  would  have  been  brief,  iadeed. 

The  struggle  for  truth  must  continue  everywhere  - a*.d  in  all  things. 


If  ar.  .ivijusiment 

Had  this  i:ot 
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• ■TIONAL  3IOHT1NGS  ADD  WORLD  WIDE  CREDENCE  TO  REPORTS 


nviMina  of  February  24th  two  Scandinavian  Airline  pilot.,  flyins  over  Denmark, 

Independently  was  made.  While  cirivi.ng  to  work,  a 

. -n  AM  February  2a.  ^3n9  a s^ra  , Lhaned  obiect.  He  described  it  as  beim; 

;i.  Ohio  chemist  sar*  a Kage^  deemed  to  be  moving  about  30  miles 

. . ui  1.  000  yards  TM=  a cinlian  pilot  for  five 

• a r::-  = Ud  thTfe  Sn^eer  se^rranything  like  it  before,  "-b^  “Ks- 

;i  ■.-.  minutes,  while  outside  the  ^ ^ described  a=  a bellows  effect. 

. , I , omm,  apart  oX^^  shaped  sighting.*  in  New- 

■ ''rs  »«-;  -» -S 

. , ,-H  -I  the  same  time  heard  svanals  on  hi«  ca.  ruO.o.  me  o re 

, . - e -f -need  The  iiu.-T’erence  Of.  !us  raoio  sioptyeu 

' .aue  rr.-,i  Tre  interference  was  a .steady  succes.sion  of  two  -lots  a..a  aaa^a 

• . ji-i  I'l  the  . -.j-ct's  .size  nor  of  the  di=ta.nce  it  wa*  irom  him.. 

• ■ c h-uar"  ■>  -h  -'o  davs  later  than  the  Airlines  sightinrf,  oeiween  r..a  anc-  -o 

. o.uar.i  ..  v.n  '^a  . w snv^*rinir  over  a London,  England  airport. 

- ,-nvdT^idUl'ters  described  the  light  as  "a  bright  yeUow 

• . .:  ..:•  feet  Iron  the  ground.  Tt  stayed  .n  - ne 

• •.  -..'..s  :aen  •li.-nbed  a.vay  at  a high  speed.  " (Here  agam  we 

. . V n-i  v^r'n^  i-  ’'-tensitv  of  the  )Uht  a.-  wa?  stated  oy  uaptain  Killian.) 

‘ ‘ * ‘ nnnari^ntiv  liaci  it  in  view  and  examined  it 

. : ' . t;::.-  Cr'P.tr-vler^,  :xd  others  ^ rot  aooear  on  their 

. ’ K>i-  one--  :>rs,  however,  reported  tnat  tne  lii^nt  did  not  appeal 

— .VL.a*  ope.  -..  * rc’-ssij  t ita  ri^ht  .vac  hovering,  u ''h-t 

' . ‘ Kvo  e.xolahationc.  vv.nie  t.ie  iL^ru  .v.i  ^ 

. . ..  - the  Uiint  w-is  Uie  nose  core 

..  ...  .-^i  ‘ ,‘>v  said,  when  it  oUmDea  j va /.  uit'  m-.r  r 

poor  errpLuiations  h«ave  o-tnn  vorn  . 

. V i: - lu  V'i.c  - ther  o*  the  iwo  things  the  Ministry  -aia  . a . 
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MAJOR  GENERAL  W.  P.  FtSHER 
DIRECTOR  OF  LEGISLATIVE  LIAISON 


MAJOR  LAWRENCE  J.  TACKER 
EXECUTIVE  CFs^ICER, 
Pb£>uJC  INFORMATION  DIVISION 
OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION  SERVIC 


AIRLINER 


i witnessed  Hy 

crsd  2oO  miles- 


aT  7:!0  p.m.  on  Wednesday,  “At  first  I thonsjht  it  was  the  BeU 
^Febmarv  25.  an  American  Air-  of  Orion  (a  ?toud  of  stars  in  a 

W Ti  > I. 

T.es  DC-6  airliner  took  off  from  constellation)  but  then  I took  a 

.'fwark.  NJ.,  nonstop  for  Detroit,  second  look  and  saw  both  the  BvU 

*\ch.  Aboard  were  35  passengers,  and  the  foreign  objects,”  Killian 

.t  the  controls  were  Caot.  Peter  later  reported. 

« ■ 

':31.*an  oi  Syosset.  N.V.,  an  airline  “When  Dee  caught  the  expres- 
•*teran  of  13  years,  and  co-pilot  sion  on  my  face  he  asked  me  if  my 
\in  Dee  of  Xyack,  N.Y.  Steward-  eyes  were  tired.  I then  pointed  in 
>es  were  Edna  La  Gate  and  Bev-  the  direction  of  the  ‘things^  and 
'Iv  Pinsree.  asked  him  if  there  were  any  ligbt- 

. Viter  about  an  hour  and  a half  ning  bugs  in  the  cockpit. 

’ the  air.  the  plane  was  cruising  “The  objects  were  by  no  means 
: 3.5CC  feet  altitude  between  dose  to  the  plane,  but  one  would 

lilipsburg  and  Bradford,  Pa,  At  move  in  at  interv'als.  fall  back  again* 
p.m.  Killian  looked  off  to  the  and  change  its  place  in  the  forma- 
Tth  where  he  saw  three  briszht  tion  while  keeping  abreast  of  the 
hitish  lirhts  in  a single  horizontal  ship.*’ 

e ^vrrhead.  KilHan  decided  to  let  the  pas- 


nen^zers  see  the  objects.  So  as  not 
io  abrm  them  be  started  off  Jok- 
inj(ly  by  tellinsz  them  that  they 
shouldn’t  feel  that  he  was  losing 
his  mind  but  that  he  thought  there 
'A'ere  some  ‘dying  saucers’  trailing 
t*;e  plane. 

The  stewardesses  turned  out  the 
cabin  lights  so  the  passenszers  could 
cet  a better  view  and  every  one  of 
the  persons  in  the  passenger  com- 
partment saw'  the  objects.  Specula- 
tion in  the  cabin  was  rife.  One  man 
became  alarmed  but  Killian  told 
him  that  UFO’s  had  not  been 

known  to  harm  anvone  and  that 

* 

if  there  was  danger  it  would  have 
become  evident  long  before.  Xever- 
heless,  although  some  passengers 
v'lnted  him  to  veer  closer  to  the 
V ’ects  he  did  not  change  his  course. 

Tile  obiects  were  visible  lor  45 
minutes,  during  which  time  the  air- 
' r*’'  covered  about  260  miles.  Then, 

biey  were  crossing  Lake  Erie,  the 
■.rliner  began  its  gradual  descent 
;'d  the  three  objects 
haze. 

One  man  aboard  the  plane  was 
V D.  Puscas.  genera]  manager  of 
h.rTi^s-Wright’s  Utica.  Mich.,  di- 
bdon.  Ke  described  the  objects  as 
hmcing  in  the  sky.”  His  report  us 
^ireed  with  that  made  by  Captain 
and  he  said:  “I  don’t  want 
r ‘ r;  quoted  alone.  People  might 
■ : f.he  idea  that  I’m  the  little  boy 

with  a dunce  cao  on 


keen  interest  in  what  was  going 
on.  He  did  a fine  job. 

“There  wasn't  a cloud  in  the  sky 
when  I looked  out  and  «aw  the  ob- 
jects in  precision  form.ition.  They 
were  round -like  and  every  now  and 
then  one  would  glow  brighter  than 
the  others  as  ii  it  had  moved  near- 
er to  the  plane. 

“I  have  been  making  that  same 
triD  a number  of  times  because  the 
borne  office  is  in  Xew  York  but  I 
have  never  c.xperienced  anything 
like  that  before,” 


were 


xnow 


corner 

iKid.” 


bAVCERS  TRAIL  AiRLlXER 


,U  t)ne  time  Killian  thoui'ht  he 
was  witnessinij  a hi'^h  altitude  jet 
refutrlinu  operation  but  the 
intensity  of  the  lights  and  the 
I'han^ini?  position  of  the  objects 
“made  me  toss  out  that  theor\.” 

In  addition,  Killian  kept  watch 
on  his  radar  screen  but  saw  nothing 
on  it. 

When  his  plane  was  over  Erie, 
Pa.,  Killian  called  on  his  radio  and 
asked  ii  any  other  airline 
in  the  area  could  see  the 
T vo  other  American  Airlines  cap- 
tains answered.  One,  a little  north 
of  Killian’s  plane,  said  he  had  been 
watchinst  the  objects  for  10  to  15 
minutes.  The  other  was  near  To- 


over  i-ake  Erie.  Lao.  W 

raditifd  a report  to  the 
varvins  Airlines  communications  Cc. 

Detroit  Airport.  American  .\ii 
t did  not  notify  newspapers  but 
' passenger  on  the  plane  did  call  a 
Detroit  newspaper  after  they  had 
landed.  Local  American  Airlines 
press  officers  then  okayed  release 
of  Killian’s  report. 

When  newspapermen  intem'ewed 
Captain  Killian  they  found  a ma- 
ture man,  greying  at  the  temples. 
Killian  is  47  years  old  and  has  been 
fl>ing  for  28  years  of  which  15  have 
been  on  the  airlines.  He  has  some 
20.000  hours  to  his  credit.  He  "was 
able  to  give  them  some  additional 
information. 

He  told  one  reporter  that  he 
and  one  other  plane  took  a bearing 
on  the  lights  and  figured  roughly 
that  thev  were  20  to  25  miles  dis- 
tant. 

“Occasionally,  however,  the  rear 
fellow  would  lag  behind.”  KUlian 


crews 


Mian’s  call  and  seen  the 


alter  iv 
ITO’s. 

.Meanwhile,  although  Killian  did 
not  know  it  at  the  time,  three  I'nit- 
f*fi  Airlines  crews  along  a similar 
route  had  also  seen  the  lights.  Capt. 
.V.D.  Yates  and  his  Flight  Engineer 
L.E,  Banev  observed  them  for  30 
minutes  between  Lockhaven.  Pa., 
and  Youngstown,  Ohio.  United 
r Iight<  937  and  321  also  observed 
’he  ohiects  and  their  crews  dis- 

i 

ijsscd  them  over  the  radio  on 
'.Ights  out  of  Newark.  The  Akron 
UFO  Research  Group  also  reported 
receiving  reports. 

”'here  wis  general  agreement  that 
the  'iint?  were  on  separate 


veni- 

les”  lioiriing  to  a formation. 

he  h.id  beg’jn  his  descent 
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‘M.  T)  r*if  >*t  the  airline  crew’s  re- 
■:  rts. 

'■2.  As  a warning  to  nil  airline 
[ Hots  that  they  too  woulri  be  offi- 
f.i.iUy  ridiculed  if  they  publicly  re- 
liurted  UFO  dihtings. 

‘\>.  To  re<lnce  the  growing  sup- 
port on  Caoito!  Hill  for  open  UFO 
hearings.’ 

On  March  20  in  Washington, 
nearly  a month  later,  the  Air  Force 
came  up  vvith  still  a third  explana- 
!<  n or  the  Killian  sighting.  It  an- 
•‘■imced  that  the  lights  had  come 
r'm  three  3~i7  bombers  being  re- 
nt'd bv  a KC-97  tanker.  The  Air 

-V 

.‘(-’'ce  reoort  said  that  the  use  of 
'••er.il  lights  during  the  refueling 
‘ >eration  explained  some  of  the 
!r;ine  renorts  of  being  followed  by 

’U'hts. 

' OM^^KXT,  Xo  one  who  has 
ii<)wed  this  story,  along  with  the 
\!r  Force’s  twisting  and  turnings 
'••eking  to  e.xplain  the  sighting, 
a i:eip  but  have  some  doubts 
Ml  this  overly  simple  expiana- 
*1. 

'.V!iy  did  the  Air  Force  wait 
r'<r]y  a fuil  month  before  offering 
ihirri  explanation  after  having  al- 
;v  s.iid  :nai  the  sightings  were 
•-  :<•  the  oiiois  seeing  the  Bell  of 
OP.  arm  that  drunks,  deluded 
* le  or  Mirs  were  responsible  for 
1 IV*  sighiirg'^ 

' ”:.ip  htmself  had  considered 
ossi  iiitv  that  the  lighi.s  came 
■*  Vf  ''nr*- ! : I' ‘n*!  and 


:.»p 
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! j hin< 


surges  led  as  much  when  be  was  in- 
terviewed nearly  a month  before. 
He  bad  discarded  the  idea,  how- 
ever, for  several  reasons.  At  his 
then  cruising  spee<l  of  230  to  3C0 
m.p.b.j  he  said  he  was  going  ‘'too 
slow  for  jets  to  stay  off  my  left 
wing  for  a long  time.”  Other  factors 
were  the  changing  position  of  the 
lights  and  their  varying  intensity. 

In  addition,  First  Officer  Dee  de- 
clared that  after  landing  be  too  had 
considered  the  possibility  of  a jet- 
reiueling  operation  but  had  made  a 
check  and  there  bad  been  no  such 
flights. 

But  there  is  still  a further  rea- 
son for  discarding  the  Air  Force 
explanation.  The  alleged  Jets  did 
not  show  up  on  Captain  Killian's 
rad.ar  screen  although  he  tried  re- 
peatedly to  get  such  a showing. 

.At  this  point  it  is  definitely  anti- 
climactic  f which  is  the  reason  we 
are  reportinz  this  at  all)  to  add 
that  Dr.  William  Liller.  x^si^lant 
prnfe.vJor  of  astronomy  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan  otiereti  his  ex- 

I! 

planation  of  the  sighting.  He  said 
it  was  “temperature  inversion.” 

A complicating  factor  in  the 
whole  .iff air  vv.is  a flaming  blue- 
green  object,  probably  a '■  bright 
meteor”  that  streaked  across  the 
Great  Lakes  skies  earlv  on  Tues- 

•wf 

day  morning,  the  same  day  of  the 
Killian  sighting.  However,  the 
meteor  sightings  took  place  from 
5:50  a.m.  to  5:-*5  a.m..  which  was 
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4tn)ijt  15  !iours  before  the  si,!?ht- 

■ 14s  of  the  UFO's  rep(jrted  here. 

'I  he  color  of  the  meteor  at  first 
ippeared  as  oranite.  chan?in^  to 
i;Uie.  sreen  and  white,  and  then  ap- 
M.irently  the  object  exploded.  It 
from  the  northeast,  moving 
-v;rst,  and  disappeared  in  the  north- 
v'-^st.  It  was  visible  in  Ohio,  Indi- 
n.i,  Wisconsin,  Michigan.  Illinois 
L'nd  Minnesota.  E-xcept  for  the 
iriy  long  time  it  was  in  sight — 
r.e  observers  believed  they  watch- 

■ d it  for  15  to  30  seconds  and  had 
r’ritf  to  stOD  their  cars  and  get  out 
' -fore  the  object  disappeared — 
>re  seems  no  reason  to  doubt  that 

■ lii  wis  a meteor. 

It  was  not.  obviously,  a tempera- 
"e  inversion. 
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HE  HL'M.AX  MIXD  is  a 


strange  instrument.  It  seeks 
nstantly  to  e.xplain  the  inexpUca- 
V in  terms  of  the  familiar.  It  re- 
•'ts  the  unfamiliar  almost  auto- 
ui'  mIIv.  .tr.ci  it  forgets  facts  that 
not  scuare  with  its  own  remem- 
’ >d  patterns. 

'o  it  was  that  Mr,  Puscas.  a 

oh  after  he  had  emh.i.dastically 
■ i *ed  :he  descriptions  of  Cap- 
Ki'lian.  was  relieved  to  accent 

•ii- 

•*  Vir  Force  exDlan.ttion  of  iet 

% ^ 

•■•-•r  ■••I'lriina  op*"rations. 

.j  Old  fhe  Derri'ii  Times,  “I 
'i:racned  any  imni.-'tance  to 
* ‘hat  rhev  n.iv  have  been 

ip 

'c?r? — out  [‘m  'Umrised 


* »* 


FATE 

that  it’s  something  as  easily  recog- 
nizable as  jet  planes.  Anyway,  I’m 
glad  to  hear  what  it  was  because  I 
knew  darned  well  I saw  something.” 
Other  persons  were  not  that  eas- 
ily impressed.  Killian  hjmsdf  de- 
clared, “I  am  sure  there  are  people 
on  other  planets  who  have  solved 
the  problem  of  space  travel.  I 
sincerely  believe  their  vehicles  are 
con'‘*ng  close  to  the  earth.” 
nmerican  .'\irlines  itself,  in  com- 
menting on  sighting  locations,  de- 
clared that  its  pilots  had  had  « 
considerable  number  of  sightings  in 

V J;  ^ ^ 

the  Midwest,  where  this  encounter 
occurred. 

Lieut.  Col.  Lee  Ii.  James,  an 
Army  missile  expert  from  the 
Iluntsviiie,  Ala.,  group  directed  by 
Wernher  von  Braun,  spoke  btffore 
the  Michigan  Societv  of  Profession- 
al  Engineers  the  day  after  the  Kil- 
lian sighting  and  declared  it  was 
quite  possible  that  the  CFO’s  sight- 
ed the  night  of  February  34  were 
from  outer  space. 

*T  kn-'W  thev  are  not  from  here 
and  they  are  not  coming  from  Rus- 
sia.” C done!  James  declared.  *‘We 
in  this  civilization  are  not  that  ad- 
vanced vet.” 

If  Killian  an<I  the  other  airline 

crews  and  passengers  really  saw 

wh.it  thev  reoorted  the  CFO’s  would 

have  to  come  from  a civilization 

in  outer  snace  far  more  advanced 

* 

than  ours,  decl.ared  Colonel  James. 
The  fact  that  the  did  not 
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4 k- 


rv  'i' 
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a / 


*, . 


m veiiow  to  hluL'h  '.vhite.  Tvith  clouds  at  S. 500  feet  arul  could  \'m:cb 

from  ex-  for  the  illustun. 

CO.\[MENT:  Captain  Killian 

pointed  out.  as  did  other  observers 
at  the  same  time,  that  the  aindane 
was  above  the  claud.^  and  had  about 
100  miles  visibility.  In  addition,  it 
was  frequently  possible  for  the  ob- 
of  servers  to  see  both  the  Belt  of  Orion 
and  the  UFO’s  at  the  same  time.  It 
seems  unlikely  that  si.x  airplane 
crews  and  all  their  passengers  were 
befuddled. 

Killian  later  declared  that  “no 
exDerienced  nilot  is  «oing  to  be  de- 

i |.  3 

ceived  like  that.  We  all  see  stars 
“awe*  throi!:ih  cloud  breaks  thousands  of 
times.  In  addition,  the  only  clouds 
we  had  that  night  were  3,500  feet 
below  us.” 

An  Air  Force  spokesman  public- 
ly ridiculed  all  “flying  saucer”  wit- 
nesses and  sarcastically  labeled 
some  of  them  as  persons  who  “can’t 
re.me.mber  anything  wnen  they  sober 
up  ne.\£  day.”  This  statement  was 
quoted  in  the  New  York  Herald 
Tnhurte, 

COMMENT.  Captain  Killian 
took  particular  exceotion  to  this 

* i 

statement,  pointing  out  that  the  Air 
Force  kri'>ws  that  airline  oilots  don’t 

i 

drink  before  dights — “it’s  one  of 
our  strictest  rules.” 

Donald  Keyhoe,  director  of 
NICAP.  declared  that  the  Air 
Force  .^nokesman’s  statement  was 
“pUinlv  meant  to  ser\*e  three  our- 


etr  intensitv  varvsng 

■me  br.iiiance  to  temporary  fa<le- 

Killian  considered  the  possi- 

itv  that  the  lights  were  trying  to 

:ial  but  could  discern  no  pattern 

the  light  changes. 

“Their  motion  also  was  unlike 

dimlane.  Occa.sionallv  one 

m wi>uld  zoom  straight  ahead  of 

Then  it  would  droo  back  into 

Mtion  oil  my  wing,  apparently 

:ging  as  if  to  let  me  catch  up. 

tf  airplane  was  fl>ing  a constant 

trse  xnd  these  movements  were 

ilv  observed.” 

■* 

rUtlian  called  his  encounter 
piring”  and  said  he  had  never 
n anything  like  that  in  the  air 


\ T FIRST  there  was  no  comment 

^ from  the  .\ir  Force  on  Caotain 

* 

'"ian’s  report.  Then  three  davs 
r.  on  renrriary  23.  the  .Air  Force 
’e.a-sed  a atatement  through  the 
r Technical  Intelligence  Center, 
b he  report  stated  that  the  air- 
:e  crews  aad  all  been  misled  by 
Belt  of  Orion.  Glimpsed  through 
•ken  clouds,  said  the  AF  report; 
-’on's  stars  created  an  illusion  of 
■•moving  objects,  deceiving  the 
■ *."e  pilots.” 

n support  of  this  Judgment,  the 
* Force  declared  that  one  of  its 
-port  planes  dying  from  Wash- 
■ 'n  to  Oiyton  that  same  night 
’ v»-n  '^Vion  through  the  broken 
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he  XUllriii  jfcirxir  csdiWs'ji  tiifl 
*i«Slltinjc  ol*  tlirt*«  unidcf;«ljr!e4l 

flTUis:  ebjecCi  2?y  s^'wyrai  rom- 
fnarcifli  alrlire  crvw«  «jwi  '5aa«?R^r» 
’vfide  flying  o^r  PemiisylTaaia  and 
Ohfi^  <m  t2w  nSjrbt  at  Fetinmry  25, 
i*9t. 

Th)B  sMTtieAlBt  XTTO^eftae  h&8;a^i5- 

abiy  baconie  Chfr  mOat  'pod:!£lSed 
CTO  eaae  of  last  year.  It  2a  my  be- 
lief ttHSli  this  em  not  a genttlne  CTO 
atsiittng.  1 win  attemt>C  - to  -iiaov 


«t  F:21  >.  H We  fesd  ts^tm  ex- 
Vemtaicinf  ▼tOi  a UScpbooe  net  to 
lie  eMMl  la  Khe  event  of  a CFO 

Sa  like  -arm.  etoos  ae  one 
a CTO  he 

safeat3ane  chUs,  fjni  it  waa 
ttsX"vi^€t>3  ^ufold  be  able  to 
IBOoctai^  In  't&oe  lo  m uaa  as- 
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ai5t)  reports 

r*  the  zrpund  in  *.he  A’jcron 
area  that  reportec  «f*e*na;  *.hr'‘e  t^O. 
Cf  ail  the  «lre7pJ^%TclTe?i.  'she 

most  detailed  a«xM3»ii 
Ir.g  suEce  from  Cfcpt.  £iaiicrj‘8  ' ’^bt. 
Capt.  KltUan  had  fJrot  Blighted  ihree 
bright  vtdtieh  Sg^its  1q  a single  ht>r- 
taentai  Une  to  the  tooth  end  abeve 
him  at  8:45  F.  M.  fle  was  at 

S£C8  feet  aitttode  and  Tviisreen 
FldllpgtUfg  and  EratJ?<«M.  ■ ' '.n- 
sylvaxila  on  ixrote  to  Peirt^it. 
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i-^nr,  I’a.-  nor  a 

iPIUPiiC^  aO^nUOil. 

I:nmsdiaiely  co.^  ::»;t:An;o  a 

■ec  hot  UFO  siirhll/iif  M<i6t  I2PWS- 

* ^.Titpers  carrle<J  Accounts  of  it.  Thifs 

u'  ti'j?  iAioject  of  convert:!- 
^iOfi  of  a;any  a reliftTcr  In  the  UFO. 
■•  3ut  was  this  a reai.  genuine  UFO 
sii^nUng  or  is  £r.f*re  ecfnie  vKild.  na- 
XiujBl  explanation  /or  the  whole 

* thing? 

4.  Ail  the  UFO  people  have  hoppe<2 
on  ihe  UFO  Pandwagon.  wrach  l5 

% 

.oniy  natural,  claiming  that  lius  Is 
f a-'.owher  gc^cd  UFO  cnsp  The  only 
^ Of  her  erpianatlcTj5  sugi*eAt<jcl  were 
, the  stars  In  the  l>eJt  o/  Orion  and 
t t.ne  aenxl  re/ueilng  cpersllon.  The 
'.  tei:  of  Orion  cr^p’anation  is  C.fc- 
*.io»:SiV  wrong  so  ;et  us  looi:  at  the 
oer;ai  refueilng  operation  expiana* 
..  Pon  in  more  detail. 

To  my  toiowiecge  the  roliowina 
are  ail  the.  reasons  that  have  been 
suggested  to  disprove  the  aerial  re> 
hieling  explanation.  Capt.  Killian 
'UiQ  that  the  vxr/ing  Intensity  of 
ihe  lights  and  their  changing  pod- 
“on  *made  me  toiio  out  t 
-..lOt.  Xillian  alsn  ^id  that  ne  wns 
<c;rg  too  slew  tzr  jetj*  to  sa-vv  of:  his 
e/r  »*m»x  for  tha:  long  a time  .^I.‘o 
■Uj<  CGpliot,  John  Tjee.  riiade  a cue^it 
*'n<l  If  there  had  bee:,  a jet  re- 
•.e:*ra  eperarior  and  haa  come  up 
. ■-"  "otniT.g,  It  aI->o  r.as  been 
X ap  mat  '.he  rsheged  jet-s  did 
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•.A'j_-i  .1  itnu'ne  UFO 
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and  received  me  foil:  viniv  iP'-r^r 
from  the  Ait  Farce: 
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Tjf**'on  *vavt  3l?r  arx*^ 


Mr  K-rtrn* 

Thl.*5  Ls  to  odETiOw ledge  your  letter 
of  6 Uarch  1S5S  concerning  the  Am* 
encon  Airlines  pilot’s  sighting  cf  24 
February  near  3rad/crd.  Fsrjhsy!- 
’/ania.  In  addition,  two  United  Air- 
lines pUo’iS  iaw  unidentified  flyin.e 
ahjects  Ir.  tht*  .-xame  geremi  geoqr.t- 
pmcal  area. 

The  geographical  area  oivr.uerii  - 
ij?  ti«>rderod  on  the  nc  rtr\  iiiong  . ‘,’ 
,s*ew  Yorr-Frrin.syiTai'ia  i4  rta*. 

( near  B r.i  af  r rd.  Pe*"m.s  x l . .thaa  a:.c 
Clean.  New  Vor.<)  rr.  ..he  rcu;^  c* 
Ahiericar  .\irilncs  FiJght  No.  liS  ce- 
parting  Newort,  New  Jersey,  at  7.10 
p.  23.  OJit-  arriving  Detroit,  Michigan, 
at  10r52  p m.  On  the  rouih,  his 
gevgraphlcal  ir^  is  brrct’rtti  07  vhe 
Pittsburgh,  Fvnnaylva.r.a  - Airon- 
Touegstown.  Ohio,  loraie  OThi-ilow-'r 
by  the  Uni*i/*d  Alrllr.os  ili'jr.  xv  re- 

Purling  t.hi.s  .-lixfatlng. 

The  ,*.mer:can  Airiir.e  pile*'  y.^ic 
“.'ometiiP<^  the  In-crvai  cf  he  ihrr*' 
lights  were  icienucai  to  r.h<*  r».-;i  >n 
the  co;:£teila:ion  Orion  " *r..  v:%> 

Initially  mentioned  as  a pH'^ssibie 
scluiioo  by  the  Air  Ferre  vi*r.  vh^ 
quahfylnij  ocatement  tha*  ir.e  rvcor* 
dllar'S  radar  as  ,5Ufcm:''ea  had  r.ot  yet  cc«m  uia* 
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.‘er-i  Men 


>U 


IJ.  CTi  * 


V..-1  r..ii  iiJdd  wi*r-tvc*«ii  i 

:,..  -.^r.j..  •*.ic:iri4  .'Ver-iMen 
vvj.  iir.a.  .ii  i*"0  sviluaiicn.  ..hla 
; iurneJ  -rui  to  be  3-47  t7y-e 

i;.criM  ju'eoms'ilshir*?  m^ht  *?- 
re:ir<  rrem  XC-?7  tan.ters.  T7:e 
.-i.i2er;ean  Airdi;^*  pilot's  re>xr;  cf 
'be  si^di^g  canXirsied  thi^  &nd  Air 
Force  records  nbcw  that  three  3-47 
tjpe  aircraft  '•rtare  in  the  geogra- 
phical area  h^tioned  abort  oo  a 


1 k \/  **. 

par:.rr;ej::t  of  D<^: 

" V, 

■ '-■■  ^ — « 

rv~f3cuTive  Of*.  i?r 

Pm  tile  Triforrr  **  - r”  .:  cT:A:t*;i 

0?f!ee  of  inicnsaLdOM  5e'."r.vt-- 
Tbis  le^-ler  wa.s  fntrrw;J.:ri« 

hovcYer  ::  jtiU  left  :>cver.u  cjuecrions 
unAS'ATf/tjm^i.  I vTcte  to  the  Air  Jorc»s 
again  and  received  the  lctJcarti’.»r 
letrter: 


sT:A:t*:i 
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night  refueiinc  operaUoc.  Tha  2 Septe^nbiT  lOS^ 

tanJrtr  has  saceral  groups  of  liahU  Dear  >lr.  Illnch ; 
which  at  a dittaiice  would  appear  to  This  is  to  ibeknowiedi 


your 


be  one  or  mere  lights.  The  time  of  9 August  29^9 


duration  of  rsfneUhf  opcjmUoo  Xmeriesj^  Air  Uhe  ^r: 
varies,  can  la^  well  over  an  hesr,  Pebnisry  lSo9  near  Bf  :drorc*.> 
depending  on  the  ^pe  of  operation,  sylrania. 

The  KC-97  a B-47  wi*J  Sy  The  Air  Flsrte  6ld  n<iU  iSfT': 

at  an  alUtuda*^  apprcziaately  27,-  Incorrect  erpl^nstion  for  Uils 


of 


000  feet  at  arr‘nd  3S0  knot*  trae  air  Ing.  Hewerer,  skax^  the  Aistcrie:*^-  - 
speed  (gicur.d.Apeed  920  knou),  T?iU  Air  tin*m  pUct  ilP.ted  tbat  the 
wciiid  account  for  the  ilghu  being  terv&Ls  of  the  three  were  t£en--'- 
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American  pilot’s  hori^cn  Oricn,  thuj  lr*zC  *n/ 

and  his  9ee*''-vi.  •'-hea  far  40  riinutea.  tloned  aa  a liih 
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of  tow  speea-^o-ud  conilgun.dca  of  woisM  be  ??arcd  ftp''  *!  a ^ 
objeecs.  * evaluaticn  V/  the  A.;  * 

Tour  letter  also  sepportu  this  con*  tclligence  Center, 
clusloa.  The  fre-ckesa  tail  a s^und  Tt  did  not  la'*:r  ac::>r.’..\  fat  tie  i^.ir 
speed  «f  ap^^'oxitnateiy  218  kneu  /\»re  to  identity  ii4  e vn  j^ane? 
and  the  trn:t<Nl  Aitfiia^>  dicta'  !€'•  A!r  Tcehnita! 
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C;,llrv2r  -mF  WORLD  OF  FIA’IXO  S \rCEUS 

nrrj.  ii!l  tli^'  w.i\'  to  Dotifjit.  ai!(l  tlu-  pilot  lost  sii'lit  of  tin  ;n  ouF, 

w’liiMi  lu*  h(‘"an  to  let  tlown  for  a iaoc!in.i. 

iV  * iT^ 

Rt-port'-Ts  ami  photo^raphei  s wert  waitinji  to  inteniew  liim, 
ami  lu'xt  (lav’s  Detroit  Times  canicil  a banner  lieatlline,  “Mvsterv 

* * m 

Discs  Trail  PI  me  rierc%"  (n  i'r  a picture  of  Captain  Killian  flanked 
l)V  tlie  pliine’s  two  pretty  hostesses,  all  three  smiling;  a>  lliey  held 
up  to  the  camera  three  ordinary  kitchen  .saucers  [p]-  After  checking 
with  the  Detroit  ATC.  who  did  not  know  of  anv  schedided  re- 
fuelincj  operation,  the  pilot  reported  his  experience  to  officials  nf 
American  Airlines,  and  next  dav  returned  to  New  York  where  ae  itn 

• # f 

he  was  besieged  by  reporters  and  phototirapbers.  Meatnvhile,  fol- 
lowing standar(f  CIR\'IS  proeednre  ( Oimmunitation  Instruction 
for  Reporting  Vital  Intelligence  Sighting  from  Aircraft),  the  Man- 
ager of  Operations  of  American  Airlines  reported  the  incident  to 
A'l’C  at  Wright-Patterson  Air  Force  Rase. 

In  New  York  the  day  after  the  siglvting  Captain  Killian  gave  a 
telephone  interview  to  Radio  Station  WClIC,  Charleston,  West 
Virginia,  describing  bis  experience.  Follnwing  the  citstnrnar\'  pro- 
cedure, intelligence  (jfficer  from  Mitchell  .\ir  Force  Rase  qiiestionetl 
him  and  flijml  out  the  usual  report  form  In  the  radio  interview 
and  in  the  talk  with  intelligence  officers  Caotain  Killian  made  l!ie 
<tame  statements  !*•'  hiid  made  t(t  'nierit  i?  Airlines  (.fHcials:  h«* 
didn’t  know  ' hat  the  liglFs  \ eii*.  and  he  LO'ildn  t tell  hmv  far 
a vnv  thee  \\\-re  hecanst*  he  d.aln'l  kmnv  th:  ir  si:ie  or  th'*ir  alti- 
tudt*  [ lo|. 

Wit  for  montlis  had  such  a :,oiul  fl\ing-saucer  stnr}'  appeared, 
and  the  newspapers  made  the  mn>t  of  it.  .\mong  the  first  to  assert 
t.hat  the  unknown  lights  ha*.l  bcf-n  fls  ing  s uicers  v the  CFO 

Ri'se.irch  Ci;minilt’*e  of  Akron,  C !.i()  CV?f//i.OT  mh  Xb^mbors 

of  the  cenimitt ‘c  Itad  receised  the  ncu.s*  by  t dephone.  c'’en  before 
Captam  Killian  s plane  landed  at  Detroit,  from  the  pilot  of  a UniEetl 
.•Mrlines  plane  '' hn  bad  w.Pchet!  the  lights  on  his  flight  to  Akron. 
During  the  da*,  s following.  C..pt;ijn  Kdhan’s  nipilot  gave  an  inter- 
\ it‘\''  on  I.nDg  I il  n W bf*r.^  alter  midnight  radio  prog»-ain  in  Now 
Wale.  '*  :!i\ut  hi:nst-lf  vi  'scriiied  the  CI'Os  to  n,eru!^»-rs  oi 

.(  Nioc  Yi'rk  I F()  O]  gani/:it'on.  Cl' Santer  Iut''llig*‘nce  vC.^i  g 
lotd  .'iOp.M;*  1)0  so\erd  radio  md  I'd  prograais.  Ruth  sanc*cr 

.idJ;  is  .aid  i..’'v>nicn  l’  -.SM-*ged  \fr  Forc'i-  n prcM*:ita‘i\  .w,  di-mand* 

an  i'raaeia;.'.-  r o!  fh.'-*  j‘‘'ht:i(.;.  l'in.d!\*.  no  F'-bruarv 
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.^S,  (;T*ly  teat  d;r. .dti  r ■*.  t ; og  tl.  • reptat  b*n  ri  A pon't  an  .virlincs, 
-VI  iCylt  lda'i  e.  , •iMh  . p**--.  ,t  ■ and  p‘'id(<.  la!  • !■  e ihi  o:  v: 
if  '.*  1.  ih..’’  fiv-  ]'ii  4i  'hi  li.v  ••  siah’cd  d'c  gars  of  (n’'an. 

Li>  ( •,  lam  Killi.to  h "I  * d.  I ii aa c\ t-r.  t!  e ffira>-'  added 
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fiM  oVior  alrllnor*^  «nlla  Killian 
»«a  plJoitng  « 06-4  froa  >laaarii  io 
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